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ACCOUNT 

OBAN 

Embaffy from MV S CO FT 

INTO 

CHINA 

OVER LAND. 

H E now moft IDuftri- 
ous Princes Ivm and Pe- 
ter Alexievits 9 Great 
Lords, Emperors, Grand 
Dukes, and Conferva- 
_, tors of all the Great t and 

Littte % and White Rttffta ; of M»feot/y > of 
Volo^mir and Novogorcd\ Emperors of 
€afa&; Emperors of AJtraehm ; Empe- 
rors of 8$er?a j Lords of Vksko J Gnat 
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T>u£es of Tmrfco , Legtyrfcho , Permfeo t 
Veatfco, Belgarfco, &c. Lords aod Great 
Dukes of Novogorod in the Lower 
Countries; of Kofansko^ Rofiefsko , Ge- 
reftefsko, Beteozarsko, Ouderfeoj Obd&rsko^ 
Condimh , and all the Northern parts ; 
Lords of the Country of Verfco^ of Qr- 
tatinsko , and of Gru&infco , and of the 
Country aiCahrdmfco ; Czars and Dukes 
of CirafcO) and Igorfco, Lords and Mo- 
narch? of feveral other Dominions and 
Provinces , Eaft , Weft , and North $ 
which are their Inheritance from Father 
to Son : Theft, 1 fay, my moft gracious 
Lords and Princes , having after mature 
deliberation refolved to fend a moft fplen* 
did Embaffy to the Great Amdogdnchm 
(Or Emperor of Chwa) ; Everrard hbrand, 
a Native of Germany , born in the City 
of Gtuckft&d, in the Dukedom of Holfkeiii, 
waspitchM upon by the abovementioned 
TwoCxsrs, as a fit Subject to dhcharge 
fa great a Truft j and being accordingly 
declared their Ambaffador to the Great 
Amologd&shtm , he gratefully accepted of 
the Favour beftowed upon him by both 
their C&trijh Majeftiesj "and after his 
humble- Thanks for the Grace received 
from their hands in patting £0 much con- 
fidence in him, he ordered his Equipage, 

and 
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and all other matters requi&e fer fo great 
a Journey, to be got in readkrefs to depart 
at a minutes warning. 

After fbme time (pent in providing &> 
veral rich Frefents, which we were to 
carry along with us into CHn^ and all 
other neceuaries *, the Ambaffador and 
the chiefeft of his ketinue were in the 
Year 1692, the 5 d of Mitch, introdu- 
ced into the prefence of Iv*tt Alexievits, 
to Kiis his Czarifb Majefty's hands ; and 
on the 1 2 th of March following, having 
been admitted into the prefence of Peter 
AUxkvits , the Youngeft of the Two 
€&ars t to receive the fame Honour from 
his Hands after his return to Mufco from 
Perejla, we let out on our Journey the next 
following day, being the xj th of March. 

The whole Attendance of the Ambaf- 
fador at his departure from Mufco , con- 
jfifted only in One and twenty Peribns; 
among whom were Twelve Gtrmms y 
the reft Mufcovites* We were provided 
with a good Cheft of Phyiick, a Phyfici- 
an, and a good number of Baggage- Wag- 
gons to carry pur Provifions, Wines, and 
all other NeceSaries for fb great a Journey; 
and having taken our leave, not without 
fome tears, of our Friends, both Germans 
and Mufcovites) who conduced us for 
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fbme Miles out the Town , we conti- 
nued our Journy toward? Troitza. 

But before I go any further in giving 
an account of -this Embaffy, I hope it will 
not be look'd upon in me as a prefumption, 
if by way of digreffion , I touch upon 
fome general matters concerning Mttfcovy, 
which being otherwife known by the 
name of the Great fir Black Ru$a, ex- 
tends its Frontiers to the utmoft Borders of 
Europe and Jfta. It is of a vaft extent, 
its length reaching from the Confines of 
Poland as far as to the great Jfiatick Tar- 
taffy and its breadth from the Frozen Sea 
to the Cafpian Lake or Sea \ but many of 
its Provinces (efpecially tbofe bordering 
upon JJta ) are almoft defblate, 

Among many others, it has Four great 
and famous Rivers ; the firft is the River 
Wolga, arifing not far from the Confines 
of Poland , ■ and exonerating it felf in 
the Caff tan Sea. The fecond is the River 
Oby, which difimbogpes in the Frozen 
Sea ; and on that fide divides Aft* from 
Europe. The third the River Don, which 
difcfaargesitfelf in the Equine Sea. And 
the fourth the River Dwna, which fells, 
near Arcbangel'mto the White Sea. 

The City of Mttfco , befides its anti- 
quity, has this to boaftofj, that ever fince 

the 
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the Tfear i $40. at what time Czar-&u& 
Bafitivits began his Reign , it has been 
the cotoftant Refidence of the fucceeding 
Cz&rs t to wit, of Fedor Iwmovits, Boris 
Gott&tnouy Fedor Berifovits, of the Coun- 
terfeit Demetrius lvanovits, of Bafili Iva- 
ftopits Xuskfi) Michael Federevits, Alexoi 
MicbaelovitSf Ivan Alexiovits, and of the 
prefent Qmr Peter Jlexiovits. It is near 
Fifteen English Miles in compafs , being: 
Icituate on the River Mofco ( which not 
far from thence joins its current with the 
River Occa, and fails afterwards into the 
great River Wolga) in the Center of 
M&feovy. 

The Caftle, called Gremtlina, where the 
Czars of Mufeovy keep their ordinary 
Refidence, is Fortified with a very ftrong 
WaU, a deep Ditch, and fome Demilunes, 
upon which are mounted good ftore of 
large Cannon. 

Rnffi* has its own Patriarch, who exer- 
ciles the lame Authority all over the M»[- 
covian Empire, as the Pope does in other 
jRoswwCatholick Countries. But for the 
conveniency of Commerce, the Lutherans, 
as well as other Protectants, are allow'd 
the free exercife of their Religion in the 
City of Mufcoy as well as in feme other 
places of Mfsfsovy. The Lutherans are 
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very confiderable for their Number in the 
Capital City , where they have Two 
Churches butlt of Stone in the GermA?&xb>- 
Urbs.TheC afomzjts have alio one very fine- 
ly built in the fame place. The Romm €*• 
tbolieks and Jew, who have not been to- 
lerated till of late, only exercife their de- 
votion in a private houfe, and the Jefuits 
are excluded from that benefit alfb, under 
pi.in of Banifiiment,as it happened to one 
of that Fraternity not many years ago. 

It is very well worth taking notice 
here , That the prcfent Czar Peter is a 
Prince of an excellent good Humour, and 
a great Favourer of the Luther &m 7 whom 
he prefented with all the Stone Materials 
which were made ufe of in building their 
new Church, and gave them permifiion, 
without the approbation of the Patriarch, 
to adorn their Church with a Steeple. 

But to return to our journey ; We Tra- 
velled the 14 th of March to Troitz* , a 
place very agreeable both for its Scituation 
and the Fertility of the circumjacent 
Country, This place is chiefly famous 
for the Convent of Troitxa; which by 
re-afbn of its ftrong Fortifications refem- 
btes a £«xat Caftle at a diSancc, being 
fcknate about 60 V s r$$ or English Miles 
from Mnfso. The prefest Czar Peter is 

fo 
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fb extrearnly taken with the delightfulnefs 
of this place, that fcarce a Week panes 
but he diverts hlmfelf there. 

After we had pafled here one Day and 
two Nights to refrelh our Horfes, and to 
take a full view of the place, we Tra* 
veiled the 16 th of March as far as Verefiw, 
a great and magnificent City, according 
to the Mttfcovuft Faihion, the Houfts be- 
ing all of Wood. It is lcimate on a Lake 
about 60 Ferfis or Miles from Troh&a, near 
it are fine Saltpits, which afford great 
ftore of very white Salt, which is from 
thence tranfported to other places. 

From hence wepurfued our Journy to 
the City of Roftof, having a Convent of 
the fame name ; it is the Capital of the 
Province of the fame name , which in 
former Ages was, next to Novogored Ve- 
tiki t accounted one of the tnoft ancient 
and mod confiderable of M&fcovy , and 
afterwards was appropriated as an Ap- 
penage to the ufe of the Younger Brothers 
of the Imperial Family ; but the laft 
Prince of that Race being in the Year 
1565, by the Tyrant Ivan Bafil&vits be- 
reav'd at once of his Dominions and Life, 
the lame was reincorporated with the 
Crown of Mufcovy. 

The City of Rofiof it felf is a very large 
B 4 and 
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and (lately City, fcituate on a Lake ; from 
whence arifes the River Ceterius, which 
difcharges it felf into the River Wolga ; 
it is dignified with the Title of an Arch- 
biflaoprick, and the Archbtihop keeps his 
Refidence intheCaftle, which is Built of 
Wood ; it is 60 Verfis diftant from Verejlw. 

We did not tarry long here, being afraid 
to lofe the conveniency of making ufe of 
our Sleds, by reafon of the approaching 
Spring ; for which realbn having provided 
our felves with frelh Horfes, we came on 
thei8 :,1 of March to Jaroflw , theCapital 
of the Province , fcituate near the River 
WolgA> and one of the largeft Cities of the 
whole Ruffian Empire. It is a place of vaft 
Traffick, but efpecially celebrated for its 
Trade in #/#/W«-Leather ; of which 
fuch prodigious quantities are drefled in 
this place, that it furoiflies not only Mttf- 
covjr, but alfb a great part of Europe with 
this Commodity. 

The Province of $aroJ?a# is of a very 
large extent, and extremely fertile, efpe- 
cially where it borders upon the River 
\ty~olg& . This Province , like the former, 
was allotted as an Appenage to the 
Yojnger Houfe of Mafsovy ; who en- 
joyed it for a confiderable time, with the 
Title of Priaces, till being alio fubdued 

by 
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by the aforementioned Tyrant Ivan Baft- 
lovttst they were forced to reft contented 
with a certain yearly Allowance under the 
JuriicU&ion of the Czars of M/tfcovy. 

We were forced to ftay here the 19 th 
of March, partly to take a little Reft, 
partly to expe& the Coming of our Bag- 
gage, The 20 tk we again fet forward 
in our Journey, and arrived at Mid-night 
in the City of Wologda, fituate upon the 
River of the fame Name, about 180 
Verfts or Miles from Jarojltm All the 
Country betwixt this City and that of 
Mufco is extrearaly populous, we feldom 
Travelling a Day but within fight of 14 
or 1 5 Villages or Towns* 

This City is the Capital of the Province 
of the fame Name, which is almoft impaf- 
fable at fome times of the Year, by reafbn 
of the many Forefts and Boggs : It for- 
merly was under the Jurifdi&ion of the 
Dukes of Novogored I 'eUH\ but fince the 
Peace concluded in the Year 161$, be^ 
twist the Smdes and Mufeovites ; by ver^ 
tue of which, the Iaft were put in poffeffi- 
on of the Dukedom of Novogorod Veliki, 
that of Wologd&y as being its dependency , 
alio devolved unto the Mufeovites. It is 
a pretty large City ; but what is moft re- 
markable is its Cattle, which by the in- 
defatigable 
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defatigable Care of the Mufcovites is fur- 
rounded with ib ftrong a Fortification of 
Stone, as to be accounted impregnable. 

The River Wologdt, which has com- 
municated its Name both to the City 
and Province, runs from Weft to North, 
till it joins its Current with the River 
Dwinn, 

On the si ft Day of March (as good for- 
tune would have it) the Weather turn'd 
again to a hard Froft, to our great Satis* 
fadion ; for without it we muft have 
quitted our Sleds , and muft have ftay'd 
there till the Froft had been quite broke, 
which in all probability would have 
ftoppM our Journey for feveral Months. 
We therefore parfued our Journey the 
2i\ and on the x 3 d came to ScmkajAm ; 
where being provided with frefli Horfes, 
we, after Dinner was over, went forward 
upon the River of Sucagxa- On the 24 th 
ot March we again changed our Horfes 
in a fmail Place called Tettm* ; which 
having nothing in it to ftay us in our 
Journey, we Travelled on with all the 
Expedition imaginable, in hopes to take 
up our next nights Quarters in the Village 
of Vfgorodifbnn ; but meeting beyond Ex- 
pectation there with more frelh Horfes ; 
and being willing to improve our Time 

to 
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to the beft advantage, we Travelled on 
the fame Night; and the following Day, 
being the 26 th of March, to the Village of 
Bohroffsk&jam, where indeed we refreih'd 
our ielves a little ; but having again the 
good fortune to find new Horfes ready 
For us, we let forward the fame Night ; 
and the next following, being the xf h of 
March, and the firft Eafter Holiday, arri- 
ved in the Capital City of the Province 
ofVfiiugha ; where we fpent that day and 
the following night in affording our {elves 
neceflary Reft, and fiich other good Cheer 
as we thought moil convenient to reftore 
our decayed Spirits. 

Scarce had we taken a few hours Reft 
to recover our (elves from the paft Fa- 
tigues, but the Governor of the Place lent 
one of his Servants ; who after a Compli- 
ment from his Mafter, offered us in hie 
Name every thing that might be in his 
Power to ferve us ; and I muft confefs, 
that we were not only very handtomely 
entertain'd here, but alfb furniuYd with 
every thing that was thought convenient 
for the profecution of our journey. 

The City of Vftiugh*, as well as its 
Caftle, is fituate upon the very Bank of 
the River Smagn* , being a very populous 
and well-built City ; its chief Traffick 
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confifts in all forts of Furrsand Skins, but 
efpecially in white Fox- Skins. 

We Travelled all the way from Schttf- 
kajam to Vftwgba, upon the River Suc&g* 
%4, not without great Danger, the Ice 
being almoft melted by the Beams of the 
approaching Sun : This is the lame River 
by which the Merchants of Wofogda tra- 
vel to Archangel. 

Being again provided here with frefli 
Horfts, we came on the zQ th of March 
to a fmall Place called Lobwitzgoth, up- 
on the River of Wifizegda : This River 
joining its Current with the River Dw'ma, 
is very well known to the Ruffim Mer- 
chants, who from this Place travel in lis 
or leven Nights to Archangel, 

For the reit, this Place having nothing 
in it, which was inviting enough to de- 
tain us there ; and meeting with freih 
Horlcs, we travell'd the fame day near 
50 Miles through a very large Foreft, 
whkh is accounted by the Inhabitants 
to contain 8^0 Miles in length. 

It is in fundry places inhabited by a 
certain People called Strews, who tho' 
quite different from the Mufcwites in their 
Language and Manners , yet profefs the 
Greek Religion, aaJ are therefore in great 
Kfteetn among the Rtffim* Where-ever 

we 
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we came we had our {hare in the publicfc 
Rejoicings, which are made, during the 
Eafter'time, all over Mufcovy, in remem- 
brance of the Refurre&ion of Chrift ; it 
being an ancient Cuftom in Rujfia to pre- 
ient one another not only on Edjlcr-day, 
but for 14 days after, with painted Eggs, 
of which you fee great Quantities ready 
boiPd, to be Ibid on all the Corners of the 
Streets, no body, of what Quality, Degree, 
Age or Sex, daring to refute either the 
Eggs or the Kifs, which is always given 
as you prefent the Eggs. If they meet in 
the Streets , they ialute- one another in 
thefe Words, Chrijto vos cbrefi ; that is, 
Chrift is rilen : whereto the other having 
anfwered, Wo is tenoros Chrefi; that is, he 
is certainly rilen , they Kits one another* 
This Cuftom is fo general, that if during 
this time you are invited at a Ruffians 
Houfe to partake of their Merriments, 
and you fhould not offer to kite the Ladies 
there preftnt, (where it is to be obftrved 
that you muft take care not to touch tbera 
with your hands ) you would be lookM 
upon as an ill-bred Clown ; whereas if 
you acquit your felf handfomely in this 
Point, you are lure to receive a Cup of 
4%ttAvit& in return for your Civility. 

But 
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But to return to our Journey , which 
for fbme days after proved very trouble- 
fome to us , being obliged to cut down 
many Trees, to facilitate our Paffage 
thsough the Foreft : Befides which, the 
many Rivers (atnongft which the SiafelU, 
€hajim,md Naftim Pws^were the chiefeft) 
we were to pais, rendered our Paffage not 
only difficult, but very dangerous, many 
of our Men and Sleds falling into the laft 
of theft Rivers by the breaking of the 
Ice ; but, by the help of the reft, having 
happily cfcaped the danger, we were ob* 
liged to take new Meafures for the fu- 
ture. 

For which realbn, when we came to 
any of theft Rivulets, which coming from 
the adjacent Hills, run through the Val- 
leys, we faftned many pieces of Timber 
together, over which (in the nature of a 
Bridge of Boats ) we drew our Sleds by 
the help of ftrong Ropes, whilft we were 
forced to walk it on Foot, and to let our 
Horfes fwim through the Rivers ; We 
had at laft the good fortune to furmount 
all thefe Obftacles , without any great 
Damage or Lois ; but being extrearnly 
fatigued by lb troublefbme a Paffage, we 
refted our felves for fome time in a Vil- 
lage. 

Having 
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Having a little recovered our felves, we 
continued our Journey, and arrived fafely 
on the 6 th of 4pril at fQaigorod, upon the 
River Kjmih* This Place has its own 
Governor, and a good Garilbn, who keep 
a watchful Bye over the Inhabitants, who 
are Sirems ', befides, that the Cefacks ibme- 
times pay them a Vifit when they leaft ex- 
pect it. 

Of this the Governor of the Place, Ivm 
MiHetlmts Lop»gin f related us an Inftance 
which had hapned two Years before, in 
the Year 1690, being the firft of his Go- 
vernment. It feeras thirty of thefe Co/ads 
having had intelligence that the Place was 
at that time not fufEciently provided for 
its Defence, bad taken a Refblution to at- 
tack it on the Water- fide : For which pur- 
pole, having provided themfelves with all 
neceffary Arms, and, among the relt,with 
one great Piece of Cannon, they took the 
opportunity of the Night , when every 
body enjoying the benefit of Reft, they 
furprized the Town, murthered and plun- 
dered all that came in their way, and were 
within an Inch of having ftized the Go- 
vernor ; who happily efcaping their hands, 
caufed the Alarum to be given to the In- 
habitants ; who being thereby made fin- 
able of the Danger, run to their Arms, 

and 
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and foon obliged thefe Vagabonds to be- 
take themfelves to flight. They purfued 
them for fome time upon the River j but 
the darknefiof the Night covering their 
Retreat, they efcaped with the greater! 
part of the Booty. 

Our Sleds being now become quite ufe- 
lefs to us, we were obliged to tarry here 
till fuch time that the Ice were funk in the 
River : In the mean while we diverted 
our felves with Hunting, and fuch other 
Paftimes as the Place and our prefent Cir- 
cumftances would afford. For we had 
not been here many days, when we were 
frightned with anew Report, That a con- 
fiderable Number of thefe Robbers had 
again affociated together in order to come 
and furprize our Baggage, which put us 
under no fmall Confirmation, till the 
Governor having order'd us a good Guard, 
and difpofed the Garifon fo as to be ready 
upon ail occafions, we were foon freed 
from thefe Apprehenfions, and pafTed the 
reft of our time in our ufual divertife- 

raents. . . , . 

The River being by this time cleared 
of the Ice, we took our Leave of the Go- 
vernor, and embark'd in a Veifel built for 
that purpofe, on the ^J d of April, upon 
the River Kjwz \ in our Paffage we faw 

fevera* 
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feveral Monafteries on both fides of the 
River, but very few Villages* 

The large River Kjm<t comes from 
the North-Eaft, and with a fwift Current 
runs as far as Cafan, where it exonerates 
it (elf on the left fide of it into the River 
Wolg4* It approaches in Bigneft to the 
River Wefer in Germany. It is increafed 
by feveral leffer Rivers, among which is 
the River Wiefet&ca, which falls into it 
about 2 5 Miles from Solokamsko. 

We left the River Kjtma on the z6 th 
of Apil % towards Evening, directing our 
Courfe to the Left, to the fmall River 
Vfotsko, from whence we had 7 Miles to 
travel to Solokamsko r But going againft 
the Stream, we came not till the xf^ to 
Solok&msko) being a Place fituate in a very 
pleafant Plain upon the River Vfolsko t 
built there on purpofs by the Mufcovites 
for the conveniency of fuch, as have oc- 
cafion to travel into thole far diftant Pla- 
ces. It is inhabited both by Ruffians and 
Tartars, who trade in all forts of Cattle, 
but efpecially in Horfes ; which being ve- 
ry excellent hereabouts, are preferred be- 
fore others all over Mufcovy. 

There being conftandy fourfcore Cop- 
pers employed here in making of Salt, 
this makes this Place, as well as the adja- 

C cent! 
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cent Villages, (where they follow the fame 
Employment) very conliderable, it being 
very fine, and from hence transported to 
Cttfan. 

On the Z9 th of April we had the mik 
fortune to have one of the Ambaflador's 
Attendance to fall over-board, and to be 
drowned : He was a Mufwvite by Birth, 
his Name being Simon C&ll&ftion, for the 
reft a good honeft fellow ; but being 
overcome by the ftrength of A([mvit* t 
came by this Accident, by tumbling over- 
board, and was, notwithstanding all the 
care taken by his Comrades to five his 
life, carried away by the fwifmeft of the 
Current : His Body was found floating 
on the firft of May, when it was interr'o 
near the Shoar. 

On the fkond of May the Ambaflador, 
with moft of his Retinue, were invited 
by a certain Mufcovun Gentleman , one 
of the Czar s Fa&ors, whofe Name was 
Alexi Afinjfi Phttatoffy to his Country- 
houfe, about xo Miles diftant from Sobk, 
where we were entertained with a very 
handfome Dinner , and pafs'd the Day 
very merrily. Near this.place his C&arijff 
Majefty employs above aoooo Workmen 
in making of Salt. The Gentleman whom 
we mentioned before, had, at his own coft 

two 
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two large Veflels built in this place, of 
400 Tuns each, for the Tranfportation of 
Salt ; and hearing of our coming that 
way, had cauied them to ftay for fome 
time, to make us eye- witneffes of the man- 
ner of convoying thefe Ships,and what Or- 
der and Difcipline there was obferved a- 
moag them. Each of thefe Veflels had 
$00 Men on board, who were to labour 
without intermiffion at the Oars, relieving 
each other at certain and convenient times, 
under the Command of federal Officers ; 
fo that by the continual fupply of frefh 
Men, thele Veflels could perform a great 
Voyage in a little time. Both thefe Vet 
fels being loaden with nothing but Salt, 
were bound to Cafm, where they fold it 
to a great Advantage : For whereas the 
Pode ( being 40 Pound weight) did not 
ftand the Owner in above half a Coftck 
upon the Spot, it was {old at Gzfm for 
twelve or thirteen Copecks. 

The night , betwixt the 3 d and 4 tb 
of May, it began to Snow and Freeze fo 
hard again, as if it had been in the Win- 
ter ; which continuing till the 6 th , put us 
to no fmafl trouble, being obliged to ftay 
here leventeen Days, which however we 
pafled pleafently enough. The worfl: of 
all was, that by the melting of the Snow, 
C 2 and 
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and the overflowing of the Rivers, w? 
were difappoioted in our defign of going 
by Land to WergaturU, fituate upon the 
Frontiers of Siberia ; which being but a 
frnall Place, and furnifhed .y/ith very low 
and indifferent Buildings, L-^vvithftand- 
ing this has its own W&ymAe or Gover- 
nor. But, as I laid before, being difap- 
pointed in our defign, we w^re* forced to 
make ufe of five Boats, ^J/tof them 
MannM witja five 'Watermen .*ho,by the 
help of their Oars, brought us on the 1 4 th 
f$MajBsidXvs,VfkQgoro&\ buttheWind 
veering about as we were within light of 
the Place, drove us back down the River 
Vfolka> into the River Kjtm&. They coune 
it 50 Germ&n Miles from Sohkamsko to 
Wtrgatmin* On the 1 6 th of May we entred 
the (mall River Sufou. From Selokamsh 
to this River it is counted 30, and from 
hence to Vlko 40 Miles- Here we were 
again in no fmall Danger ; for the Ri- 
ver having overflowen all the circum- 
jacent Country, juft as we pafs'd upon it, 
to fuch an extraordinary a degree, that 
our Boats often pafs'd over the tops of the 
Trees ; if there had happened a fudden 
Fall of the Waters, we muft have infalli- 
bly perifh'd ; but we happily efcaped the 
Danger, and arrived fafely on the 19 th of 

My 
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May in a fmall City called Niefna Safowa, 
where we refrelh*d our felvcs. On the. 
2,0 th we came to another fmall Town, 
the Inhabitants of both are employed in 
making of Si. It. From hence upwards 
the Riverine pkalitnt Woods and HHIs 
on bot'i fides afford a very delightful Pro- 
fpea.* 

Io -th^fe- Forefts you meet with the 
Jgarim V" j whofefpongeousfubftance 
is from utuCc carried to Ar$hwgel^ and 
from thence into other Parts of Europe. 
We (aw fbveral Villages on both fides of 
the River ; and on the iy th of May took 
up our Lodgiogs in one of them, fituate 
upon the very Banks of it. After we had 
a littte recovered our felvesfrom our pad 
fatigues, we had the curiofity to enquire 
into the Manners and Cuftoms of the Peo- 
ple inhabiting thole Parts. 

They are called Woguhzoi^ Subje&s to 
the Czar of Mufcovy, and are all Pagans^ 
much addi£ted to Superftkion. Their 
Stature is low and mean, not unlike the 
( Tartars ; their Habitations having alfo a 
great Refemblance to the Tartarian Huts, 
but they are never without a Chimney 
in them ; They ufe a Language different 
fcoth from the Mttfcovitcs and Tartars. 

C % They 
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They being asked concerning their 
Faith , gave us for anfwer, That they 
believed a Creator, who refided in Hea- 
ven , for whom they had a great Ve- 
neration; They pay Adoration to the 
Heavens, Sun* Moon, and Water ; they 
facrifice Horfes, Cows and Calves ; They 
expofe their Skins only upon a Pole or 
high Tree, to which they pay their De- 
votion j the Meat they eat aterwards. 
They were altogether ignorant of any 
thing relating to Baptifm ; they only told 
us, that it was a moft ancient Cuftom a- 
moDg them, to name the Child after the 
moft ancient Perfon of the Village. They 
are very careful to inter their Dead in 
thcif beft Accoutrements, being of opi- 
nion that at the RelurreSion (which they 
believe, without the leaft fenfe, whither 
they are to go afterwards ) every one is 
to appear in the fame pofture and condi- 
tion as he was buried. The Mufc&vitts 
pb&rve raanyFafts throughout the Year, 
but thefe were ignorant of what Failing 
meant ; yet we obferved that they did not 
eat any Fowl, but only their Eggs, which 
they look'd upon as a great Dainty. 

Their Marriages are contra&ed and 
performed in a very odd manner ; If a 
young Man, who intends to marry a 

young 
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young Woman, comes to ask her Father's 
content, the Aofwer is, If thou be'ft in 
a condition to pay for her, thou may'ft 
have her ; lb they make the bargain as 
well as they can, the Bridegroom being 
-obliged to purchafe the Bride from her 
Father, fbraetimes for 40, fometimes for 
50 or more Rubles, which amounts to 
2,0 or jo Pounds fterling. The Money 
being paid, the Bride is furrendred to the 
Bridegroom without any further Cere- 
mony ; but if the Money be not ready, 
there is no Bride to be had ; they are yet 
ib civil to allow the Bridegroom a certain 
time to raife the Money, and in the mean 
while he has the liberty to court his Mi- 
ftrefs; who, when the bargain is fulfill'd, 
is carried veiled to his Bedchamber. Af- 
ter the Bridegroom has gathered the firft 
fruits of his nuptial Bed, their Friends and 
Relations are invited the next day to a 
Feaft, where they make themfelves hearti- 
ly merry with Eating, Drinking, and Dan- 
cing till the next morning ; when, after 
they have made fome Prefents to the 
young Couple, they part, to their own 
homes. 

What was credibly related to us con- 

cerningtheir Child-bearing Women, is no 

Ieis furprizing than the former : For when 
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the time of their Delivery approaches, 
they retire into fome Foreit or another, 
where they ftay for two Months after, 
till having recovered their fall ftrength, 
they return to their Husbands. During 
their ftay in the Woods, their Husbands 
dare not approach them under pain of 
Death ; thele ignorant Wretches being 
perfuaded, that there are certain invifible 
Perfons inhabiting thele Forefts, who, a? 
they are very careful to preferve thefe 
Women again ft any misfortune that might 
befal them, fb they would be fure to pu- 
nifh the Husband with Death, if he Ihould 
he fo prefumptuous as to come near his 
Wife, whilfl: file is under their protection 
in the Foreft, 

We had the opportunity to be prefent 
at the Burial of one of their Dogs : He was 
of a very large Size, and had been, as it 
feems, a good Hunting-Dog in his life- 
time ; for which reafbn, thefe poor Wret* 
ches made lad moans and lamentations for 
the lots of lb ferviceable a Creature : Af- 
ter having uttered many things in his 
praife, they put him into a Grave dug for 
that purpofe, with a piece of Wood under 
his Head, for fear he fliould lie uneafy ; 
and as a Monument of their gratitude for 
his paft Services, they ere&ed a little Hutt 

over 
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over his Grave. We were credibly inform- 
ed, that it is a very ancient Cuftom among 
thefe People, to bury all their Dogs, and to 
reward their paft Services in the lame 
manner. 

Their manner of living is very miferablc, 
Husbandry being a thing unknown among 
them :. Hunting is their only livelihood ; 
Sables and the ReenDeer being the only 
Commodities this Country affords. 

We purfued our Journey on the 26 th of 
May y leaving the fmall River calleo* Sit-va 
Rckd on our right Hand , and towards 
Noon the fmall River Kim^ on the fame 
fide, and towards Evening the River Sere- 
brma Reka, to the left of us* On the 28 th of 
Mdjt, we palled by Vlke Mefovafa and Sal- 
km Reka to the left of us. On the 29 th 
of the fame Month we left Vlko Stnbnnx 
Reka on the fame fide, and on the Right 
the River Doria Reka. 

On the i (t of June we came to VlhgwoA, 
a Place fortified after the Ruffian manner, 
with wooden Fortifications, but very fmall, 
containing not above twenty Families. 

We (pent above three Weeks upon the 
River Su/otva, our Vefiel being lometimes 
drawn, lometimes rowed, but always 
againft the Current ; which, by reafon of 
the many windings of the River, is very 

fwifc, 
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fwift, and lb violent, that we were fome- 
times droves back for a quarter of a Mile 
before we could recover our felves j be- 
fides, that we met with feveral Catara&s, 
which took up a whole day before we 
could pals them, and that not without 
great danger. To add to our affliction, 
we were continually peftered with fuch an 
infinite number of Gnats, that, whatever 
pre caution we took, iewasimpoffible for 
us to preferve usagainft their fury. 

All the way betwixt Solamsko and Vlka 
we fa w nothing but Defirts and Rocks on 
both fides of us, which are mod dreadful 
to behold at a diftance ; and becaufe we 
could not go further up the River, we 
were forc'd to tarry nine days at Vlfa^ be- 
fore we could be furniih'd with Land-Car- 
riages ; which time we fpent in providing 
our &lves with Forage and all other ne» 
cefjfaries; and on the io th of jF«»efct for- 
ward again in our Journey to Newa t lea- 
ving our Baggage to follow us the next 
day. 

The 1 2 th of Jme we traveled through 
a Town call'd Jj*t> fituate upon a River 
of the fame name ; and the 1 3 th to another 
Town called Romafht'ua i upon the River 
Reft. The Grounds hereabouts are very 
fertile and well peopled, abounding in all 

forts 
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forts of Corn; and whereas, whilfi: we were 
upon the River Sufow^ we fcarce got fight 
of a Village in do Miles ; we now could 
not travel a Verft, or Englifli Mile, with- 
out meeting with a good Village, where 
we were furniuYd with every thing we 
flood in need of. 

Whilft we were in this Town, the In- 
habitants received Intelligence by Meffen- 
gers and Letters fent for that purpofe, that 
the Cdmmk Tartars^ to the Number of 
6000, had made an Inroad into the next 
Province; where they had made fucb mife- 
rable hayock, with Murthering, Burning, 
Plundering, and Driving away both Men 
and Cattle, that they had put all the 
Country round about under a great Con- 
firmation, as dreading the lame treat- 
ment. 

On tfaei4 th of June we reach'd Neivngorei % 
a fmall, but very pleafant Town ; it has 
but an indifferent Fortification, not much 
better than Vffo ; but is remarkable for 
its Situation upon the River Neva, the 
Boundary of SikrU on this fide. This Jour- 
ney was very pleafant and diverting to us 
after our former Fatigues and Dangers, 
the Country being everywhere fill'd with 
Inhabitants, and the Fields well cultiva- 
ted, the wild Roles, and other fweet 

Herbs, 
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Herbs, affording a very agreeable (cent, 
and a mod delightful pro{pe£fc. The plea- 
fentnefs of the Place invited us to tarry 
here a whole day, which we {pent in walk- 
ing about the Fields, and gathering of 
&©fes, Lillies of the Valley, and fuch like, 
On the i6 tb of Juxte our Baggage arrived 
at Newa-Gored; and the next following 
day we again received intelligence, that 
the above-mentioned C&lmuek Tartars were 
advanced within four days Journey of this 
Flace ; and that after they had made thetn- 
felves Matters of a certain Frontier Town, 
which they had befieged, they intended 
to march this way : The Inhabitants here- 
abouts being fufflciently fenfible of the 
Cruelties exereifed by thefe Vagabonds in 
their Excurfions, were in moft dreadful 
fear of thefe Barbarians ; and we forewar- 
ned of the approaching danger, haftned 
the cquipmentof our VeiTel $ whichbeing 
got ready in five days after, we ftay'd not 
one moment longer : but after we had thus 
fpent [even days betwixt hope and fear 
at New* y we let out from thence on the 
2i ft of Jtwe, fleering our courft upon the 
River for TokoUko % being provided with a 
Convoy of 12 Clocks of the Gartfon of 
iyesw, for our better iecurity. 

The 
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The River Refh falls 5 Miles above 
Neva into another River, where, with its 
ftream, it lofes its Name, and is from 
thenceforward called Niatza, The firfl: 
Town we met with upon this River on 
the 22 d , is called Rttdna ; and not far from 
thence another goodly Town called Nig- 
mske, fituate in a very fertile and populous 
Country, fit both for Pafturage and Til- 
lage , the Fields and Plains being fur- 
rounded and covered with Role-trees, 
which afford a raoft delightful profpefit. 

On the ii d of fatte we pa&'d by three 
very bandfbme Towns, to wit, "febitzke, 
fQrgimkoj) and Suborart. On the 24 th 
we came in fight of the Town called Js- 
U», famous for nothing elte , but that 
near it, this River Joins its Current with. 
the River fQra. Towards the Evening 
we {aw another Town at (bme dtftance 
named KT&fy&Hobod;, and on the 25 th , 
about Midnight, came to the City of Ttt- 
men* 

It is a large and ftrong Place, being forti- 
fied witha very good Wall; the Inhabitants 
are for the moft part Tartars^ who have 
feiled here for the conventency of Trade; 
They are much more civilized than any of 
the other Tartars, by reafon of their frequent 
Convention with Strangers, Moft of 

thefe 
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thefe Towns furnifiiM us with frefh Wa- 
ter-men; who being well rewarded for 
their pains, fb warmly ply'd their Oars, 
that we advanced apace. ^ 

I cannot pals by here in filence the ex* 
traordinary Liberality and Hofpitality of 
the Inhabitants of thefe Parts ; for we 
fcarce could pa£ by a Town, tho' never 
fo indifferent, but the Inhabitants would 
come forth and bring us Provifions, and 
(bmetimes Furs, without the leaft reward 
or recompence, to our no fmaH aftonilh- 
ment, who were not uled to meet often 
with fuch kind treatment among fuch 
Barbarous Nations, they being generally 
of the Tartarian Race. 

The next Town we met with, was cal- 
led Makom, fituate on the Confluence of 
the Rivers Pifbma Reka, and the Txra, 
which runs by the City of Werg&turU. 

On the 28 th of June we came as far as 
Stttska, fituate on the Confluence of the 
Rivers Tura and ToboL The next day 
we pafled.by Piefda. Reka, and Turba Reka ; 
and on the 30 th of June leaving the River 
Tatfda co the Left of us, we arrivedfafely 
on the i ft day of July in the City of To- 
bohko. 

This City, which is the Capital of Si- 
btrU) is fituate near the River Tobol, about 

3 000 Miles 
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3000 Miles from the City of Mufeo. It 
is fuuate upon a Hill of a large Extent, 
the Suburbs being moft inhabited by TV- 
tars. There is here a very fair Mona- 
ftery , furrounded with a very tftrong 
brick Wall. Near this Place the River 
Irtijb joins its Current with the River 
Tobd ; Tobolsko is not only the Capital, 
but alfo the chief Place of Trade of all 
Siberia. Their Traffick confifts moft ia 
Furrs, fuch as Sables, Ermins, Fox Skins, 
and fuch-like. 

The Kingdom of Siberia is watered by 
a great many large Rivers, among which 
the River Qby is the chiefeft. This River 
has many Iflands, which by reafoa of the 
thick Woods are unpayable. In fbffie 
places the Oby is a League, in other places 
half a League broad ; it abounds in Fifb, 
fuch as Sturgeon, White- fifh or BeHttjJs, 
and others. 

The principal Cities of Siberia are, 
Werchaturia, Japaf>zee» y Tnmen, Tobokko f 
Narim, Tomskoj, Kjofmu, f&afaojer, Ker f 
Jenokiskoj Mm, Motgafljr, moft of which 
are very large and populous Cities* The 
Kingdom of Siberia is furrounded by fe- 
veral Tartarian Nations, fuch as the Cat- 
mack Tartars, the Tartars of Mongul, and 
others, as the Trngoskoy^ Bratzkoy, Ofi*- 
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&&y> Barrabinfy, governed by their own 
Princes, and each of them diftinguuVd 
by their different Languages. The So- 
moycdts are under the Juriwidion of the 
Czars of Mufcovy, 

The Natives of Siberia are much ad- 
dicted to Sorcery and Idolatry. The Ruf- 
ftam inhabit moft of the Cities ; Czar 
John Bafilovits was the firft who brought 
this Kingdom under his Jurifdi&ion, after 
he had conquered the two Turfman King- 
doms of Cafa» and Aftracban ; fince which 
time they pay their yearly Tribute of all 
forts of Furrs which are found in Siberia, 
to wit, Sables, Martins, red and white 
Fox Skins, which amount to Two hun* 
dred thoufand Rubles per Annum. 

The Sables are catch'd by the Inhabi- 
tants by Traps, not unlike our Rat and 
Mice- Traps ; but they have alio another 
way of Hunting and Killing the Sables, 
of which we fliall have occafion tofpeak 
anon. They go a Sablehunting with Sleds 
drawn by Dogs, who carry the Sleds with 
more eaft over the Snow than Horfes. 
The Czar of Mufe&vy has the Twentieth 
of all the Sables that are catch'd through- 
put the Year; we being obliged to flay 
for fbme time at Tobolsko^ as well to re- 
pofe our felves after fo tedious and trouble- 

fome 
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lome a Journey, as to make all neceflary 
Preparations for the future ; we patted 
our time very pleaiantly in the Company 
Of the Waywde or Governor Stepm 1-va- 
novits Sotticove, and bis two Sons Fedor 
Stefm&vitS) and Ivan Stepanovits* who 
fhew'd us all the Civilities in the World, 
and there pafs'd few days but that they 
either were with us, or we with them, 
and entertain'd one another with every 
thing the Place would afford. 

The Ambaffador having difpaech'd in 
the mean while an Exprefs to their Czarijb 
Majefties, and every thing being provided 
for the profecution of our Journey, we 
put as many Provifions, Forage, and other 
Neceflaries on board our two Veflels, as 
would ierve us for three Months: For, 
from hence to Jenokisko t whither we were 
bound, is oooo Miles, for the moft part 
through a defolate Country, where there 
is but little Forage and Provifion to be 
met with. 

Accordingly after we had all taken ouf 
leave from the Governor and his Sons, we 
went on board our Veflels on the 22 d at 
fafy, under convoy of 20 Strelitzes or 
Mufqueteers, who were to conduQ: us to 
Surgutty and directed our Courfe upon 
the River Irtijb, towards Jemkhb* The 

D 24* 
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44 th we failed with a fair Gale by a Town 
cabled Dernjan ; but having occafiou for 
frefh Water- men, we went o«. (hoar till 
we could be fupplied wtta fome. Near 
this place the River Berjamko falls into 
the Irtijh on the Right hand, and the In- 
habitants hereabouts being Ojtiaky, a lazy 
and idle People, we changed our Water- 
men fbmetimes twice and thrice a day ; 
Of their manner of Living we flaall fpeak 
more hereafter. 

On the i8' h oi^uly, early in the Morn- 
ing, we came to a Town called Samurs- 
kojam, where we ftay'd till the 2 a tb , when 
we got on board again by break of day. 
We had fcarce failed two Miles upon the 
River Irtijb, when we pafs'd into ano- 
ther lefler River ; which being a Branch 
of the River Oby^ we were towed up a- 
gainft the Current, and at laft, on the 
firftday ofJuguJl, entred that famous Ri- 
ver Oby. This River rifing among the 
Calmitck Tartars from the South-Weft, 
difembogues in the Tartmm Sea; it is 
very dangerous fbr Ships, by reafbn of its 
depth, and the many Rocks, which ren- 
der its Waters very boifterous. The 6 th 
of Augufi we reach' d the City of Swgutt, 
a Place which has nothing remarkable, 
but a fmall Garifon ; the Governor of 

which 
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which having given us 16 of them to 
convoy us to Narim, we lent back thole 
we had taken along with us from Tabot- 
ska. Hereabouts you fee nothing but a 
barren defblate Country, inhabited by a 
few miferable Wretches, who have Icarce 
wherewithal to cover their Nakedneft, 
all their Employment being Hunting of 
Sables, Ermins and Foxes. 

They catch here the Sables in a quite 
different manner from what we have re- 
lated before j for they ihoot them with 
Arrows, or they .make fire under the 
Trees where they know the Sables do 
Shelter themlelves ; who being fuffocated 
by the Smoak, fall from the Trees, and 
are fbon catch'd. The Ermins they catch 
in Traps, and the Foxes they hunt with 
Dogs. We ftay'd here till the 9 th of Au- 
guft) when being fnrnilh'd with frelh and 
fturdy young Water-men, who encoura- 
ged by the hopes of a good Reward, ftood 
briskly to their Oars, We pafled the 13 th 
jthe River Waebe to the Left of us, on the 
19 th the River !T«#, and on the 24 th ar- 
rived fafely at Ndrm y a City fituate on 
tLe Left-fide of us upon the River Oh- 

It is worth oblervation, that in the Win- 
ter-time there is no Travelling from TV 
htsko to Nmm with Horles , but this 
P % Journey 
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Journey muft be performed in Sleds drawn 
by Dogs ; they put tliree or four of them 
before the Sled , and whip them along 
as we do out Horfes* When they go 
abroad a Hunting they put their Provifi- 
ons and Hunti^g-i^l-Ie, fuch as Bows, 
Arrows, L'sacxs, and iUch-like. in one of 
thelc Sleds Jiawn by Dogs, and thus tra- 
vel tc their rendezvouz, which is fbme* 
times 14 or 15 days Journey from their 
Habitations, and many times don t return 
in two months. 

The OfiUky living in thele Farts> make 
ufe of thefe Sleds in the fame manner 
when they go abroad a Fifhing j fb that 
you may ike them bring their Fifh to 
Market in many Sleds all drawn (in the 
Winter- time) by Dogs, 

We were provided here with new 
Barge-men, and 14 Cojfacks, who were to 
convoy us to Jettokisko, and on the z<j th 
of Attguft re-imbark J d upon the River 
Qby y which we left on the x9 th of the 
fame month, and entred the River Kjm, 
where beiog obliged to Row againtt the 
Current, we were above a month before 
we could reach the Town of Mokuskoy, 
from whence we continued our Journey 
by Land to 'Jenokisko. We faw abun- 
dance of Cedar-trees on both fides of the 

River 
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River fetta, and on the firft of Septem* 
her refreflj'd our felves at a finaH Town 
called Kjttskoy, But meeting with very 
flender Accommodation, we got on board 
again the fame night, and did not Air out 
of the VeiTel till the 28 th following, there 
being nothing but Defarts on both fides 
of the River. On the 16 th of Sfftemher 
we were all on a fudden put under a great 
Confternation ; for it having frozen very 
hard the night before, we were in noimaH 
apprehenfion of the danger of peddling 
for want of NecefTaries in theft Defarts, 
which muft have been infallibly our fete, 
if the Froft had continued longer j but, 
as good fortune would have it, we were 
ibon freed from this Danger by a very 
agreeable Thaw J and being, befides this, 
encouraged by a frefh and favourable 
Gale, we made ufe of all our Skill ; and 
on the 28 th of the fame month came to 
a Monaftery, fituate upon the Banks of 
the River, where we repoled our felves 
for fbme days, after a long fatigue of a 
'whole month ; and in remembrance of 
the paft danger, kept a Thankfgiving-day 
there on the i d of OBoher, to offer our 
Thanks to God Almighty for our Delive- 
rance, and to implore his Mercy for the 
future. 

D 3 After 
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After Prayers, &c. we fet Sail again the 
fan: s Evening . when we pafled a fmall 
Viti^y, which contained not 5bove fix 
Famines. We faw hereabouts abundance 
cf Currant trees, both black and red j we 
had met with fame of them before near 
this River, but no where elfe in lb great 
a qu;ntity, which made us judge, the 
Grounds hereabouts were more kind and 
fruitful than in other places. On the g 4 
of OBohr died one of the Ambaflador's 
Retinue after 15 days illnefi : His Name 
was ''john George Weh&.l, a Native of 
Germ&xy, of the Citv ofGoldipg in Sikjia, 
by his Froftifion a Painter. On the f h 
of the fame month, we got fafely to the 
fs> long wifhM for finall City of Mokiukoy^ 
where, amonp f other things, we gratified 
our fclves with a cool draught of very 
good Beer, By Orders from the Ambaf- 
iador we iuterr'd the dead Body of our 
Friend upon a Hill, upon the very Banks 
of the River Jetto, where we put a* Crofs ; 
this being the only Monument we were 
capable of dedicating to the Memory of 
Gur decealed Fellow-traveller. 

Afrer we had a little recovered our 
ftkes from the pail; Fatigues, the Amba£ 
fador, and aioft of his Retinua, purfued 
their Journey by Land on the io t33 of 
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O&oier, leaving nine ;>f his Attendance 
behind to take care c^tht Baggage, which 
was to follow <; a , as foon as the Roads 
fhould b> i cndrtd convenient for the paC 
fage of aieds. We traveled f r two days 
and nights through a moft dreadful Foreft, 
till on t^e 1 2 th of the fame month we came 
in figlit of Jemkhko, where we made our 
publtck Entrance the fame night, with fo 
much EvWniticence, that the Inhabitants 
were furprized thereat. This City lies 
upon the River Jen.'ka 9 famous not only 
for the conveniency of Shipping, but alfo 
for the moft prodigious f lenty of Fifh it 
affords. Betwixt this Plice and TMsh 
the OJtUcky have their Habitations. They 
are-Iow of Stature, and very informed ; 
befides which, both Men andWomen con- 
ftantly are fubje£k to a certain Weaknefs 
in their Eyes, the caufc of which ~h jy at* 
tribute to the want of Bread ; which be- 
ing a fcarce Commodity among thrni, 
they feldom are matters of it, unlets they 
are by chance furnifljd with it by Travel- 
lers ; which happenftg very ra*^< tu. Vo 
remote a Country, wefunplied nu*» with 
what we were able to Ibare : Their com- 
mon Food is River-fi2bj and inftead of 
Bread, they make ufe of the fame Fifh 
dried. Whilft we were as yet upon the 
D 4 River 
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Riper Ohy, we were every day fuppiid 
with great Quantities of the beft River- 
fifh by thofe Oftdeky, who refuted our 
Money, but earneftly entreated us to give 
them in lieu of it fome Salt, Bread, and 
Cbfaefe Hh&rr or Tobacco, which we did 
accordingly. 

Not far from the Banks of the River 
Kjtto, I efpied one day fome wretched 
Butts, which believing to belong to the 
OJtucky ; and being willing to latisfy my 
curiomy in taking a view of their Habita- 
tions, I got on ihore ; and having eafily 
got admiflion by the help of a fmall Pre- 
sent of Bread and Salt to the Owners, I 
entred them, which made a wretched ap- 
pearance, being made only of the Barks 
of Trees. 

One among them, iomewhat" bigger 
than the reft, and diftinguifltfd by certain 
Figures, invited my Curiofity to take a 
full View of it. Being entred, I found 
three Women lying upon the Ground, 
who at the fight of me arofe from their 
places, and by their noddings and threat- 
nings fufficiently tefiified their difplea- 
fure of feeing a Stranger to interrupt them 
in their retirement % but being lenfible 
that I had prepared my way by the Pre- 
fents given to the Owners, I took, not- 

withfknding 
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withftanding all their wry Faces, the li- 
berty to learch every corner of the Hutt. 
Thefe three 'Women, as I was informed 
afterwards, were the Wives of fo many 
Kjiezes or Dukes of the Oftiaeky, but their 
Equipage appearM Httle fuitable to their 
Quality, for I could not meet with any 
thing worth taking notice of all over the 
Hall but their Sheitw, or (as they them- 
felves calTd it) their God : This Idol was 
of Wood, of about a Yard in length, ap- 
pearing moft dreadful at 6rft fight; the 
Head of it being covered with a ftrong 
Tin or Iron-Plate, which look'd as black 
as a Chimney-ftock, by reafon of the ma* 
ny Incenfes which they offer to this Idol. 
For the reft, it was drefi'd up in a ragged 
Coat of woollen Cloth, patchM together 
with iboo pieces of all forts of Colours ; 
I don't remember that ever I law the moft 
wretched Beggar make fo miferable an ap- 
pearance as this their God, unto whom 
this fuperftitious People attribute a Power 
of preferving them from ill. AH the while 
we were upon the River betwixt Sergutt 
and Mokuskoy^ we had no other Barge- men 
but thefe Oftiacky ; who, though they were 
young and luftiy Fellows, and were well 
entertained on Board of our Veifels, yet 
were fo lazy, that they would rather have 

fate 



4t An Emhaffy from Mulcovy 

fate at home and ftarved,than to come and 
work for a good livelihood. It is by rea- 
fon of this their lazy Temper, that they 
feldom take the pains to go abroad a 
Hunting. And for the fame reafon it is, 
that they change continually tbeir Habi- 
tations, fometiraes x6 or 20 times in a 
year, becaufe, lay they, we are willing 
to put our (elves beyond the reach of fuch 
Travellers who come this way, and often- 
times, fbrely againft our wills, force us 
to the Oars. 

The Ambaffador being willing to di- 
vert us with the fimplicity of thefe igno- 
rantWrctches t he caufed his Valet du Cham- 
hre to bring forth a wooden Drumme/ ; 
which being very artificially made with 
Clock-work within, beat the Drum, and 
exprefs'd tome other Motions of the Head, 
Eyes and Hands fo naturally, that theO/j- 
acky being at firft fur^rized at it, ftarted 
back j but having a little recovered them- 
ielves, and taken a full view of all his Po« 
ftures, they knocked their Heads againft 
(he Ground, proflraring themfelves before 
the wooden Drummer in the fame manner 
as they do before their Sheitan t or God ; 
at which we could not forbear laugh- 
ing. 

To 
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To continue the fport, a wooden Bear 
was brought forth by the Ambaflador's 
Order, who, as he was made after the 
fame falhion, fohe beat the Drum with 
his fore- paws, and all the Motions of the 
Head and Eyes as artificially as the Drum- 
mer ; wherefore they alfb paid him the 
firae Veneration. But they fbon gave us 
to underftand, that they were much more 
taken with the Drummer than with the 
Bear ; for they with a very profound Re- 
verence begg'd the Ambaffador to beftow 
upon them the Drummer, offering to 
give the weight of him in Money. But 
the AmbafTador, being unwilling to en- 
courage their Idolatry, and for fbme other 
Reafbns, denied their Requeft. 

Their Garments are made of the Skins 
of Beafts, with the Furr on the out- fide ; 
in the Summer they cloath themfelves with 
the Skins of Fifb.es, We alfo made this 
Obfervation among them, That fbme have 
their Skit an or Idol made of Wood, others 
of Lead, and others again of Brafs, ac- 
cording to their feveral Abilities ; and the 
poorer fort drefs them up in Rags , the 
richer in Sables. 

They have a very odd way of paying 
their Devotion to this Idol : For, inftead 
of faying their Prayers, they whittle a 

certain 



44 ^« Emhajfy from Mufcovy 

certain Tune, with ftrange Poftures, clap- 
ping their Hands together, beating their 
Heads to the ground, and making many 
Gefticulations with their Feet a? they lie 
proftrate before them, with many more 
fuch like ridiculous Ceremonies, too many 
to infert here. 

Whenever they Feaft, they let a certain 
fljare of the beft Difll afide for the Sheitan ; 
which if they fhould neglect, they are of 
opinion, that the Vi&uals they eat, would 
turn to Worms in their Bowels ; and if 
they fhould take it away again from be- 
fore the Idol, they are perfuaded, they 
fhould be ftruck Lame in all their Limbs. 
We were credibly informed, that at cer- 
tain times they met in their Hutts, where 
they firft began with Whittling, and after- 
wards continued to make moft horrid Out- 
cries and Lamentations, till a certain Spe- 
fltre appear'd to them, which foretold 
them what was to happen to them the 
next year: as for iaftance, whether they 
were to be plagued with Famine ; whe- 
ther they fhould be fortunate or unfortu- 
nate in their Hunting and Fifhing ; whe- 
ther they fhould continue in Health or not ; 
whether they fhould marry young or old 
Wives ; whether they fhould die a Natu- 
ral death, or whether they (jipuld be flain 

o>° 
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or torn to pieces by the Bears and other 
wild Creatures ; and more of fuch-like 
Predictions : which done, they pay their 
Adoration to the Spectre ; and that being 
vanihYd, they look upon its Predi&ions 
as infallible, and accordingly attend their 
Fate with an unfhaken refolution. They 
alio pay a kind of Veneration to the Bear- 
Skin, and fwear by it. When they have 
ihot a Bear, they cut off his Head ; and 
paying their Veneration to it, they whiftle 
and . i sk , Who k tt that fcild thee f the 
Ruffians did it. Who cut off thy Head ? 
the Ruffiao Axe did it. Who is it tfat h& 
hmdkd thee thus ? the Ruffians have done 
it ', laying thus all the fault upon the Ruffi- 
ans. 

Thefc blind and ignorant Wretches have 
nevertheless this good Quality belonging 
to them, that they don't Curfe nor Swear ; 
for which they fhew fuch an abhorrence, 
that they take care to make very lively 
Impreffions againft this Vice in their 
young Babes ; being perfuaded, That he 
who Swears fahely or foolifhly, fljall cer- 
tainly be unfortunate the whole Year, 
and be in danger of being torn to pieces 
by the Bears, or other wild Beafts. 

For 
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For the reft, the OfiUcky are great Ad- 
mirers of Chmefe Sharr or Tobacco, which 
they take in a manner peculiar to them.- 
felves : For when they intend to Smoak, 
they fill their Mouth with Water ; and fb 
fucking the Tobacco- ftnoafe in greedily, 
{wallow it down with the Water. For 
which reafbn it is, that generally at the 
taking of the firft Pipe in the Morning, 
they fall down drunk and uifenfible, but 
loon recover themfelves. They feldom 
take Tobacco fitting, but always ftanding. 
For want of Tobacco, they fmoak the fha- 
vings of their Tobacco-pipes, which are 
made of Wood , after a very courfe fa- 
fhion. 

We ftay'd in the City ofjexokhkot or jte- 
ne$ay f ten W eeks, where we were extream- 
ly civilly treated by the Inhabitants, but 
rnoft efpecially by the Governor. On the 
if h of December we lent our heavy Bag- 
gage before upon Sleds, and the Ambaffa- 
dor with his Retinue followed on the n fc 
of the fame month , taking our way to- 
wards Irhitskoy. We were conduced out 
of the Town to the next Villagers well by 
the Governor himfelf as thechiefeft Inha- 
bitants ; and after having bid one another 
farewel, we continued our Journey for 
fome time upon the River Jemfa, which 

we 
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we afterwards left to our Right, and pafifd 
afl along the River Tttngaska Reka f or Ton- 
gujt,ths Boundary ofTungoefes on this fide, 
of whom we ihall have occafion to fpeak 
more hereafter. We pafs'd by feveral 
Villages on both fides or the River, and 
on the 1 o th of December took up our Quar- 
ters in the Village called Btthut/ba, where 
we refrefh'd our felves for four and twenty 
hours. Beyond this Village begins the 
great Wobek or Defart, where you travel 
8 or 10 days, without meeting any Vil- 
lage, orHoufe fit for Entertainment 

In the Year 169J, on New-years-day, 
we left the. above-mentioned Village, and 
entred the above-mentioned Wohekov De- 
jRirt, which proved very troubleforae to 
us by reafbn of the Cbldnefs of the Wea- 
ther , which was Co excemve, that our 
Victuals and Drink (which was only fair 
Water) froze, and turnM to Ice, before 
we could bring it from hand to mouth. 
And when we had occafion to travel upon 
the River, the Mountains of Ice, which 
often obftru&ed our paffage, were fuch 
Obftacles as were not eafy to be fur- 
mounted, being obliged to cut our way 
through them with Axes. This prodigi- 
ous Quantity of Ice, and the uneven Ways 
which are all over the Defart, deter moft 

Travel* 
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Travellers from taking this Road in the 
Winter-time. We had once more the 
good fortune to overcome all thefe diffi- 
culties, and on the 8 sh of f-mmry came 
fafely to the Village called Kjifma'. To re- 
fresh our felves and our Horfes after So 
trouble{btne a Journey, we were obliged 
to ftay here i j days, which time we em- 
ployed in fending for frelh Horfes, and 
in taking a view of the Habitations of tb.6 
Tottguefcs, of whom I will give you a 
fliort Relation, 

They were formerly a War-like Nation", 
governed by its own Princes, inhabiting 
a very large Countrey. But they have of 
late years been conquered by the Victori- 
ous Arms of the Czars of Mufcovy^ unto 
whom they pay a yearly Tribute. 

As to their Perfons, they are very lufty 
and well proportion^, their Cloaths be- 
ing nothing but the Skins of Beafts, with 
the Furrs on the outfide of divers Colours, 
neither Sex being to be diftinguifh'd by 
the leaft difference in their Habits. They 
take a particular pride to have their Cheeks 
ftitch'd (whilft they are young) with black 
Thread through and through, Ibme crofs- 
ways, fome in imitation of a Square, or 
any other figure they like beft. This un- 
accountable piece of Pride, as painful as 
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it is, ( as caufing great Swellings in their 
Faces) they look upon it as Badges of 
Honour, tranfhritted to them from their 
Anceftors ; the marks of which they re- 
tain with a great deal of fatisfa&km till 
their dying-day. 

Their Cabans or Hutts are generally 
made of the Skins of the Reens, or lome 
other wild Beafts ; thole of the better fort 
of the Barks of Trees : It is a moft fur- 
prizing thing to conceive how thefe poor 
Wretches are able to defend themfclves a- 
gainft the Violence of the Cold, in filch 
miferable Cottages ; but Cuftom has inu- 
red them to endure theie Hardlhips with* 
out the leaft inconveniency to themlelves. 
For no fboncr are their Children come in- 
to the World, but they lay. them in the 
Summer in cold Water, in the Winter in 
the Snow ; by which means they are fo 
accuftoraed to Cold, that they are the 
hardieft People in the World. 

They are diftinguifh'd into three forts ; 
The firft are called fOwty Ttwgoefi, who 
make ufe of Horfes, The fecond Jkmj/i 
who live altogether upon Hunting. The 
third Sobdtzy, who live more like Dogs 
than Men. 

Their Idols are made only of Wood* 

every one has his domeftick or tutelar God. 

E There 
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There is one who is look'd upon as the 
Patron of Hunting, who lends them 
good fortune when they go a Hunting "af- 
ter the wild Beafl: or wild Fowl. Ano- 
ther makes them fuccefsful in catching of 
Sables j another in Fifhing : But fome- 
times they ufe their Gods but fcurvilj ', 
for, if they have offered up their Prayers 
to them, and are deceived in their expecta- 
tion, the God is thrown out of doors, 
till they happen to have better luck j then 
they are admitted again, and have their 
full and beft fharc of what they have got 
abroad. 

If five or fix of thefe Tongutfe Families 
happen to live near one another (which 
is very rarely feen) they maintain be- 
twixt them a Shaman, which fignifies as 
much as a Sorcerer or Prieft. At their 
Meetings this Prieft appears in a Habit 
diftinguifh'd by many Figures of Beafts, 
fuch as Lions, Bears, Serpents, Adders, 
and fuch- like ; which being all of Iron, 
weigh generally above Two hundred 
pounds weight, Then he beats a Drum 
in a very doleful manner, at which the 
ftanders-by break out into moft dreadful 
Lamentations and Outcries, pretending 
that they fee certain Spectres in the figures 
of Ravens and other ftrange Birds; and 

the 



into Chiria oVer LmL 

the Prieft, as if ftruckeh with an Epilep- 
tick-fit, falls down upon the ground, and 
is reverenced by thcfe ignorant People as' 
a Saint. 

How mean and miferable fbever their 
Condition is,- they all of them have feve- 
rM Wives, whom they look upon as their 
greateft Treafure : The richer fort have 
often 10 or n, whom they buy from 
their Fathers , ibmetirnes for io, fbme- 
rimes for i^ Reen-deers a-piece. 

Their manner of taking an Oath is moft 
abominable : For, he that is to confirm 
the truth of a thing by his folemn Oath, 
is obliged to fuck the Blood of a Dog 
wounded for this purpofe, with a Knife 
in his left fore-leg, till he expires. They 
don't bury their dead Corps, but hang 
them on Trees, where they putrefy* and 
at laft wafte away. They are very cau- 
tious of Swearing or Curfing ; the word 
Curie they give ond another, is to wifh 
them to be forced to live among the Kuf- 
fts#s t or to Till the Ground , and fuch- 
like. 

On the %i ft of Jamary We leftthe Vil- 
lage of Kjifm&i and continued our Jour- 
ney in Sleds upon the River Tmguska, or 
Tongufty till after fome time leaving it to 
the right of us, we patted from thence to 
B t the 
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the fmall River llim ; both theft Rivers 
are well peopled on both fides of the Shoar. 
On the 25*" we arrived in the fmall City 
of Ilimskoy, fituate upon the River Itim^ 
in the very Center of fome high Moun- 
tains which furround it* On the %y th 
we continued our Journey from thence 
through a great jPoreft , which by realbn 
of the badnefi of the Ways, we did not 
lay behind us till after a troublelbme Jour- 
ney of three days and nights , when we 
came to the River Angara, where we 
pafs'd by many others of lels note, the 
Ifle of Bal&gmsko and KjumenHi which 
are well peopled. Hereabouts live the 
Brattskoy, who being of the Race of the 
Moftgul Tartars , are Tributaries to the 
Czars of Mufeovy. Betwixt Jenoiitsko or 
Jexeffay, and Irkutsfoy, great Quantities 
of Martins and Foxes are caught in the 
beginning of the Winter ; but about Jew 
kisko are the befl: black Foxes, which are 
fold at 2,0, 2$, and 30 Rubles a-piece. 

On the 11 th of February we arrived 
fafely in the City of Irkutskey, fituate up- 
on the River Angary where, for feveral 
Reafons we ftay'd a whole month, in 
which time we received all manner of ci- 
vility from the Governor Kjtez, Ivan Pe- 
trovits Gargaran, As he ufid often to 

invite 
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invite us to Dinner, I met feveral times 
there with a certain perfbn, who being 
accounted a Saint among the Movgul Tar- 
tars, ufed to mutter out his Prayers, which 
were very long , holding in his Hands a 
long String with red Coral Beads, which 
he told without intermiflion. On the 
15 th of Fdraary the AmbafTador dif- 
patch'd a Meflenger to the City of Nmn t 
on the Frontiers of China, to notify our 
Arrival in thole Parts, On the 9 th of 
March we left the City oflrkutskoy, and 
being conducted out of the Town by the 
Governor and the chief Inhabitants to the 
next Village, we fpent the whole night 
there in making good Cheer ; and having 
bid one another Adieu, the next morning 
we came on the 1 o th of March in fight of 
the Lake c&Bdkah t where the River An~ 
gara has its rife. 

This River was from the City of Ir* 
hut shy, to its Entrance into the Lake, quite 
free from Ice, and had been fa all the Win- 
ter long. They count it $0 Miles from the 
City to the Lake, the. utmoft Boundary 
of the Kingdom of Siberia. 

The Lake of Bi&kda is about four days 

Journey in length, but at this Seafon we 

patted us breadth with Sleds in fix hours. 

Xt is more dangerous in the Summer by 

£ 3 reafoij 
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reafon of the changeablenefs of the Winds ! 
The Inhabitants have this fuperftitious 
opinion concerning it. That whoever calls 
it O/er or a Lake, will fearce paft it with- 
out danger ; but thofe who give it the 
Title of Mor or Sea, need not fear any 
thing. We dined on the n tl1 of M&rch 
upon the faid Lake, and towards Evening 
dilcovered fix Cabans or Hutts belonging 
to the above- mentioned Rrattskoy, Near 
thefe Hutts we law a dead Sheep and Goat 
£x'd upon a Tree with the Heads upwards, 
which, they told us, were two Sacrifices 
made to the Heavens. I made the beft 
inquiry 1 could concerning their Religion, 
but could get no fatisfa£kory Account, 
only that they ufed to facrifice a Sheep 
and a Goat once a year to the Creator of 
the Heavens, and that they adore the Sun, 
They are very induftrious in Breeding of 
Cattle, but especially of Camels for the 
conveniency of the Caravans travelling to 
Qb'm. 

We came the feme Evening to a Mona- 
flery on the other H*de of the Lake, fituate 
upon the Frontiers of the Province of Dag- 
ri f a very large and fertile Country. The 
next Morning, being the ta th , we paffed 
through the Towns of Kjtbama and Boh 
'iko Smka, both fmall Places, but well 

fortified 
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fortified by the Inhabitants, they ferving 
them as Bulwarks again ft the Tartars of 
Mongol, On the 19 th of thefameMonth 
we came in fight of Vdwskoy, and the 
Ambaffador was met three Miles out of 
Town by an Officer at the Head of 50 
Cejfaeks, who conducted him to the City, 
where he was received under the difcharge 
of the Cannon. ThisPlace, which is con- 
fidered here as the Key of the Province of 
Da»ri, has not been inhabited above fix 
Years. The Caftle, which is very well 
fortified after the Ruffian manner, lies up- 
on a Hill, from whence they have at ft- 
veral times bravely repulfed the Mangnl 
Tartars that aflaulted them, We lay (till 
here three Weeks, which time we fpent 
(as we had done at Irkatskoy) in buying 
of Cattle for the conveniency of our Car- 
riage. We bought Cameisac 10 or 1 5 Ru- 
bles apiece, and Horfes for 4, 5, or 6 Ru- 
bles. We provided our felves alfo with 
as many Oxen as might furnifh us with 
Beef in our Journey to China, and back 
again. 

Being now to travel through the great 
Defart belonging tor the Mongul Tartars, 
we pack'd our Baggage upon Camels and 
Hbrfes,the fir ft carrying about 600 weight, 
the laft about 2 50 : We entred the Deiart 
£4 on 



j 6 An Embaffy from Mufcovy 

on the 6 th of April, our Caravan confin- 
ing of 250 Men, fbme Hundreds of Ca- 
meIsandHorfcs,and 400 Waggons, which 
in the night-time being drawn up in a Cir- 
cle, enclofed the reft, and atfome diftance 
from thence we placed our Centries, to ad- 
vcitife us of the approach of our Enemies, 
if any fhould appear. But they not da- 
ring to attack us, took another courfi to 
vex us to the utmoft of their power j 
for during the fpace of three Weeks, that 
we traveled through this Defart, where 
we often were in want of Water for Men 
and Beaft, the Mwgals and Tongmfs 
burnt that (mall quantity of dry Winter- 
grafs that was left, before us ; fo that bo 
ing unprovided' with forage, wc law our 
JJeafts, but efpecially our Holies, drop 
down dead for want of Fother ; and what 
was the worft of all, the reft were become 
(b lean, that they were almoft rendred 
quite unlcrviceable. We loft above a 
hundred Horfes in this Journey, to the 
£,reat fatisfa&ion of the longmfn ; who 
Icoking upon Horfe-flefli as s great Dainty, 
devoured them fo fbon as we had left them 
The Tmgnefes 9 wliQare difperfed through 
thefe Defarts, are of the fame Religion 
with the Br4ttskt>y, whom we have men- 
tioned before. They bury with the dead 

Corps 
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Corps of their Friends all their beft Move- 
ables ; and if they become decrepit before 
they die, they lead them upon a high 
Mountain * where they burn them, and 
impale their beft Horle near it. 

The 24 th and 25 th of April we paffed 
to the left of us by a Lake called Jeramna,, 
abounding with all forts of very good 
Fifh j it is 20 Miles long, and 1 $ broad. 
Here it was we met with the Meffenger 
who had been ient before by the Ambaf- 
ftdor to Mush* On the 2.6 th we came to 
a fmall Place called Jerdwexa, where we 
provided our leives with as many new 
Hortes as we could gee for Money. 

It is to be obferved, that in the Defarts 
round about JeretPem, there are the beft 
black Sables ; the Cojfaeh oljenvem, who 
are the Sable-hunters hereabouts , go a- 
broad a Hunting fometimes for three or 
four Months together ; they make ufe of 
Scates, by the help of which they pats 
over the Snow with great Agility. We 
bought fome of thefe Sables of them, from 
S and to, to 20, 30, and 50 Rubles a 
pair. 

On the 28 th of Jpril we again entred 
the Defart, but met here and there with 
fome Woods. The 29 th we pafs'd on Horfe- 
back the River Vds, which arifes from a 

great 
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great Lake, and is here not above three 
fathoms broad. The want of Fother con- 
tinuing among our Cattle, occafioned by 
the revengefulnels of the Moguls, we loft 
abundance more of our Horfes , and the 
reft were ib fatigued that we were in dan- 
ger of wanting Provifions, before we could 
pals the Defarts. For which reafon the 
Ambaffador commanded 10 Men to go 
in queft of Horfes , which they effected 
with good fuccels; for on the 3 d of M*y 
they met us with a good number of frefh 
Horfes near the Lake, called Sehack's Ofer, 
which is four Miles long, and two broad. 
We had the good fortune to find here fbme 
Fother for our Horfes and Camels, which 
obliged us to ftay here till the 5 th of the 
fame Month, when leaving the Lake to 
our Left, we continued our Journey to 
anothepLake, which we paft'd by on the 
6 th in the Morning, and the fame day in 
the Afternoon reachM the end of this trou- 
biefbme Dcfarc, after a moft tedious and 
fatiguing Journey of near four Weeks. 

"The firft Place we came to, is called 
'Pletbtu, near the fmall River Skieta, con- 
taining not above fix Families, who ate 
fettled there but very lately. 

On the 1 5 th we continued our Journey 
from Pfotbus by Water upon Floats of 

Wood 
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Wood to Nartunskoy. About a Mile 
from Plotbm the River Scbieta Falls into 
the River Inged*, as the River Okkon joins 
its Current with the. fame at a f mall di- 
ftance from thence, and is afterwards cal- 
led Sebiteka. The Rivers Nm&a and Ar- 
gun fall afterwards into the lame River, 
out of the laft of which arifes the famous 
River of Tamtnr, which duembogues into 
the Ocean. On the 20 th of May we came 
to the City of Nertzdnskoy t the laft Place 
of Note (unlefs it be Argtm^ a fmall Town 
eight days Journey from thence ) under 
the Juriloicnon of the C&ar of Mufcovy. 
Nert&inshji is fituate upon the River Nert- 
x«, where about 6000 Tungoefes, all Sub- 
jects to the Czar of Mufcovy, have their 
Habitations; who have fortified them* 
Jfelves here againft their Enemies. Here- 
abouts are abundance of Lmerns and Sa- 
biesj which are in great Efteem among the 
Chine fts. We were fain to ftay two Months 
in this place, to give time to our Horles 
and Camels to recover themfelves in the 
adjacent Paftures. The Cojfacks here- 
abouts are very Rich, by reafon of their 
TralEck with China, where they are ex- 
empted from paying any Cuftom. 

We then began to make all the neceffa* 
ry Preparations for our Journey through 

the 
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the Defart ; we provided our felves with 
Oxen, which were to be killed by the way 
as occafion fliould require ; 50 Coffacks 
were allotted us as a Convoy to China, 
and to fee us fafe back again to Nertzin- 
shop, and the Ambaffador appointed fuch 
Gentlemen as belonged to his Retinue to 
manage all the Affairs belonging to the 
whole Caravan , each in his refpeclive 
Station ; who having the Command both 
over the IXufjiw Gentlemen and Mer- 
chants, were treated by them with a great 
deal of Rcf pe£t , elpeciaily the Germms, 
who led the Van, in regard they had had 
the Honour before their departure from 
Mufco to be admitted to Kits their Cx&rijb 
Majesty's hands. On the 18 th of July, 
when wc were juft ready to leave Nert- 
zb?sko % two Coffacks brought Letters to the 
AmbaiTador from Ojfdakim Andre Itjirdi* 
keff,, who, as we laid before, had been 
dHpatchM from hkutzkoy to the City of 
Nmn, on the Frontiers of China. The 
Contents of ehefc Letters were, That he 
being not permitted to go to Peking, the 
Refidence of the Emperor of China, had 
been obliged to deliver his Letters at 
Nmn ; which being difpatch'd from 
thence to Peking, a certain Perfbn of Qua- 
lity, attended by a great many Servants, 

was 
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was come to t^mn to expect the AmbaiTa- 
dor's Arrival. That the laid Qhimfz Lord 
having fent for him , had asked him, a- 
mong other things, upon what account 
the AmbafTador was fent to the Kjms 
Hi AmmAogdo Chan ? To which he had 
anlwered, That he did not know the lead 
thing of it ; but if he did, it would not 
become him to difcover it. He had fur- 
ther asked him, What Countreyman the 
AmbafTador was, and in what Station at 
Court? To which he had reply'd, That 
he was not able to give him an exa£fc ac- 
count of the matter, he having been only 
taken into his Service at lrtkutshy 7 from 
whence he had foon after been diipatch'd 
to Nmn ; That all what he could tell was, 
That the AmbafTador was a German by 
Birth, and in great favour at Court, de- 
firing him to fuperfede to ask him any 
further Qjieftions, which he was not in a 
capacity to anfwer. 

We did not fet out from Nertzwskoy till 
in the Afternoon, to wit, on the i& h of 
July, and reached the fame Night with 
part of our Caravan the River Sehtkka, 
where we ferried over. But our whole 
Caravan confifting of 400 Men, we ftay'd 
here three days , this being the place of 
our rendezvous. From hence the Am- 
bafTador 



6i An Emhajfy from Mulcovy 

baffador difpatch'd a Meffenger, whole 
Name was Andre Avonafs Kjnhoffy to their 
Cztrifb Majefty's in Mufco. 

There were abundance, of Gentlemen 
and Merchants belonging to our Caravan, 
who traded with Furrs to China. Each 
of them had 30 Pounds weight of Bisket 
allotted him for his fhare, during our 
whole Journey through the Tartarian De- 
fart, which took up two Months. This 
ilender Allowance did not proceed from 
any Covetoufnefs of the Ambaflador, but 
becaufe we were obliged to manage our 
Carriages co the beft advantage. Befides 
v hich, our ordinary Food was good Beef, 
and {ometimes Venifbn. 

From the above-mentioned River 
Schileka, we travelled three days together 
through a great Foreft full of Bogs, and 
three days after through a Deferc j and 
further, two days again through a Foreft, 
before we reach d the River Samur, which 
falls into the River Schileka. In the night- 
time we lodged in our Tents, of which 
we had $0 in Number. There is other- 
wife no Travelling L^re shouts with Wag- 
gons, but only with Ca*. .'s and Horfes. 
For feveral days after we ouf with very 
bad Ways, the Ground being very boggy 
till you come to the River of Argun, Ac 

taft 
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laft we came on the 3 d of Otfober to the 
City of Argun, where we ftay'd tfll the 
7 th , it being fa long before our whole Ca- 
ravan could pals the River. This River 
is at prefent the Boundary betwixt the 
Emperors oSMttfcovy and China, this City 
being the utmoft Frontier place of the 
Province of Dauri, as far as it is under the 
Jurifdi&ion of the Mufcovites, Some 
years ago the Territories of the Czars of 
Mufcovy extended to the famous River of 
Tamour, but thele were by vertue of a 
Treaty made in the Year 1689, (when 
Fedor Alexicvits was fent Ambaflador to 
China) betwixt both the Emperors, grant* 
ed to the Chinefes, as was alio the ftrong 
Fortrefs of Albazin, fituate upon the fame 
River. 

The Mongui Tartars being always a- 
broad in Parties, we were obliged to be 
continually upon our Guard, for fear of 
our Baggage and Horles : Thele Monguls 
are generally great Cowards, ten well 
difciplin 'd Men being able to beat a hun- 
dred of them. 

The Ambaffador dilpatch'd from hence 
fome Cojfaeks to the before- mentioned Ci- 
ty of Nam, on the Frontiers of China, to 
defire the Chinefe Governor to fend us 
fome Carriages to a certain place, The 

belt 
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bed: of our diverfion was Hunting la the 
Defart, where there was fuch vaft Num- 
bers of Deer, that one night, when we 
were drawing up our Waggons to make 
our ufual Fence, feme Deer leapt among 
us , of which we catch'd one with our 
hands. The River Denfa-, which exone- 
rates it feif into the River Argun, is four 
days Journey from the City of Argun, 

The 15 th of Augnjt we came to a large 
Navigable River called Gmn y whofe 
Banks being overflown by the late Rains, 
we could not pals with our Camels; 
whereas at other times it is Fordable in 
many places. Being unwilling to lofc 
time , wc contrived a way to tranfporc 
our fclves and the Caravan, by killing a 
good many of our Oxen , the Hides of 
which we joined together ; and with what 
V/ood we could gather, we made a kind 
of Float tn;«- Boats for the conveniency of 
Tranfpcrtsrion. But the Hides were car- 
ried two Miles lower by the Current, and 
were not brought on the other fide with- 
out grsat danger. Our Floating" Bridges 
fucceeded better, which did us good ier- 
vice : The Hories being unloaded, were 
forced to fwim crois the River ; We fpent 
two d.iys in paffinrj die River, and loft 
but one Horfe. 6a ths *6' h of Auguft 
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fbme TcffgueftS) who having furprized 
fbme Mongult in their Habitations , and 
after they had maffacred 50 of them, had 
carried the young ones into Slavery, of- 
fered us five of thefe Slaves, to wit, three 
Boys and two Girls, whom they would 
willingly have exchanged for Horfts. VVe 
could have bought them at the rate of 4 
or 5 Rubles apiece ; but the AmbafTador 
considering that we were enfcred the Chi- 
neft Territories , would not allow us to 
buy any of them. On the 2} d of Augufi 
we redch'd the fmall River RjiUt, which 
falls into the River Arguin ; we crofs'd the 
fame River the next day on Horfe-back- 
The x6 th of Attguji we crofi'd again the 
River Saduma, a final], but navigable Ri- 
ver, which; likewile difcharges it felf into 
theRivei Argun* The »7 th we pals'd by 
the River Gnar y which joins its Current 
with the River Saduna ; and on the 28 th 
We mat a Caravan, confifting of 1 50 R»f- 
fiw Merchants, and 300 Camels, but no 
Horfcs. They had left Nartzimko the Ian: 
Winter, in their Way to China, and were 
now returning home. They brought us 
the good News, that the Chinefes ex- 
pected the Arrival of our Ambaflador 
with a great deal of impatience. We 
tarried here two days, which time we 
S? fpent 
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fpeot together as merrily as the elrcum- 
ftances of the Place would allow of \ they 
prefented us with feme Tea, which was 
very welcome to us, who were grown 
quite weary of drinking cold Water. 

After we had taken our leave of one 
another, we travelled for two days through 
a Countrey, very agreeable for its pleafant 
Hills and fertile Valleys, where the River 
Jail has its rife, and afterwards becomes a 
large navigable River. On the j i £t o£Au- 
gufl our Meffenger Kjtndikoff (whom the 
AmbaiTador had difpatch'd from Jokutshy 
to Nauti) returned and brought advice,that 
a certain Ferfbn of Note, in theQuality of 
an Adcgeda (or Conductor of'Ambaffa- 
dors) was arrived from Peking to Nam, 
where he expe&ed the Arrival of the Am- 
baifador. On the j ft of September there 
came a Meffenger from the faid Adogedt 
to the Arnbaffador, who having compH- 
menred him in his Mailer's Name, brought 
us the firft Cbi»*fe Carriages, and a Prefent 
of i o Sheep, fome Rice and Oatmeal, he 
was ilnt back immediately. 

On the ?, d of September we reach'd the 
&•& Otit-Guards (coniifHng of i% perftms) 
of t\\?. Ch'mcfeS) on the 3 d we came to the 
icco'dd, and on the 4' 11 to the third. Thefe 
Scones ky concealed upon the Hills, afld 

as 
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as &on as they perceive any Caravans or 
other Strangers coming that way,they give 
notice to one another by certain Signals, 
which reach to the Cities oiChina. For ie- 
veral days together we travelled through 
very pleafant Forefts, where, among other 
Trees, we found abundance ofOaks,which 
were very low, but fpread their Branches 
in a very large Corapafs. We law here al- 
io Filbird-trees in the Plains, differing in 
fhape from thole we have in Europe, as be- 
ing not above half or three quarters of a 
Yard high, and their Stalks very thin ; 
they bear a prodigious quantity of Nuts 
of a v?ry large fize. 

The next Place we came to, was inhabi- 
ted by the Targuts Chmay, who are Pagans, 
lub)e£ttotheC7j/»f/«; they are good Hus- 
band-men , the Countrey abounding in 
Oats, Barley, Oatmeal and Tobacco ; and 
we being in want of fome Oatmeal and 
Salt, we furaifhed our felves with as much 
as we ftood in need of. Thefe People live 
on the uunoft Confines of the Province of 
D&zri ; for that part of the Frovince which 
is under the Mufcovtie juriftlitiion,exEends 
only to the River Argun , from whence to 
the Village of Stittegarjbe, all the reft be- 
longs to the ChinefeSf by venue of the 
above- mentionM Treaty. On the 10 th of 
JF % September 
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September feveral other Meflengers arrived 
from the Jdogeda, who were fe&t back im- 
mediately. After we had travelled three 
days longer through a Delart, we arrived 
at laft to the Village of Stttftga, belonging 
to the Chmefes ; where meeting with the 
Jdogeda, whofe Attendance confifted of 
^o perfbns, he invited us the fame Evening 
into his Tent, where he preferred us with 
fbme 7j&i?tf boil'd in Milk, with Flower and 
Butter, in wooden Difhes, and fbme Pre- 
ferves and Sweet-meats, The 1 3 th of Sep- 
tember the faid Ad&geda invited th-e Ambaf 
fador,with all his Retinue,to Dinner, where 
he met the Ambaifador at ibme diftance 
from his Tent, and after a very obliging 
Salute conduced him with his left hand 
thither. We ftay'd about half an hour be- 
fore Dinner was brought in, which time 
they beflmv'd in entertaining one another 
withleveralQweftions: The ^c^a ask'd 
the AmbafTador, How long he had been 
travelling from Mufco to this place ? Unto 
which he reply'd, A year and a half. He 
ask'd him further his Name ; which he told 
him was, lief at Ilef&revits hbrmd. Whilft 
they palled their time in iuch-Iike difcour- 
fes, Dinner was fcrved up, upon a finall 
Table, without a Table-cloth, the Ambaf- 
fador and the Jdegeda having each his own 

Mb, 
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Difh, as had all the reft : Our Difhes were 
filled with Mutton and Pork ; the fecond 
Courfe was Pottage, wherein was a mix- 
ture of fine Flower, made in the nature of 
a Pudding, but very long and thin, not un- 
like a Gut : We were put to a nonflmhow 
to manage this Difh ; but two Secretaries 
belonging to the Adogtda, who were much 
better acquainted with it than we, fhcw'd 
us the way. For, inftead of Knives, they 
had two Bonefticks j betwixt thefe they 
took up thefe Puddings, which they thus 
conveyed to their mouths, which they held 
over the DHhes ; and after they had bit off 
a good mouthful, they let the reft drop in 
the Dtlh again. Thefe Sticks ufed by the 
Qhinefesy in lieu of our Knives and Forks, 
are ftreight, of about a quarter of a Yard 
long, made either of Ebony-Wood, Bones 
or Ivory, tipp'd on the end where they 
touch the Victuals, with Gold or Silver, 
which they ufe with a great deal of dexte- 
rity, without touching the Victuals with 
their Fingers. 

After Dinner two Silver Cups fill'd with 
Brandy were brought to the Adoged*,,, one 
of which heprefented totheAmbali ;^sr, 
the other he drunk himfelf. All the xrA 
had alfo Purcelain Cups with Brandy pre- 
fented them, which they were to take off 
F % to 
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to the bottom. The Feaft concluded with 
a Service of Sweetmeats in wooden Difhes. 

The 14^ of September the AmbafTador 
invited the Jd'geda to his Quarters, where 
we obferved, that our way of Entertaining 
feem'd to them as Grange as theirs had done 
to us the day before. 

After Dinner the AmbafTador defir'd the 
jdo^eda to provide us the neceffary Carri- 
ages and Pafles, which he performed to our 
fatisfa£tion. The AmbafTador had for his 
daily allowance two Sheep ; for each of his 
Secretaries, one Sheep j for each of his Gen- 
t!emen,one Sheep \ for the reft of his Atten- 
dance, fome two, fbme three, {bme four to 
a Sheep ; for the Coffach t Labourers and 
Grooms, ten Men to a Sheep ; for" the ordi- 
nary Fellows, a Meafure of Oatmeal each 
a day ; and for the better fort, a Paper with 
Tea, which was a very plentiful Allow- 
ance, but that we wanted Bread, which is 
a Corfirnodity as little known among the 
Chinffes, as fbme other Afutkks. 

The Inhabitants of the City of Naux, 
f Miles diftam from the Village of S»tti- 
£^*,are Idolaters, adoring the Devil in the 
night' time, with moft horrid Out-cries. 
Their Houfes are very commodious and 
Beat, their Livelihood being moft Planting 
of Tobacco. On the 5 6 xh of September the 

' Amba£ 
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Arabaffador fent to the Jdcgzda the foflo w- 
ing Prefents : 
10 Sables. 
50 Ermine 
5 Yard: <:-*' ckdi Cloth, 
A t,ooking-glafs with a gilt Frame. 
Another Looking-glafs with a black 



'frame. 



Several Glafs- bottles with Aqasvh*. 
Some pieces of gilt Leather. 
And feveral rare pieces made at Aqgf- 
bttrgb, that moved by the help of 
Clock- work. 
It was a great while before the Adegeds 
could be prevailed upon to accept theft 
Prefents, by reafon they are under an obli- 
gation not to receive any Prefents j for 
which reafon it is, that, when any Prefents 
are offefledthem, which they cannot in ho- 
nour refufe ; they have them valued, and 
are to return double the value of ittothofe 
who prefented them. On the 2 x £t the A&&- 
geda fent to the Ambaflador fix Tables co- 
vered with Sweetmeats, and two Earthen 
Bottles of Cbfoefe Brandy. On the % 3 d he 
invited the Ambaffador to Dinner, and he 
was invited by us again on the 24 th . 

Having thus diverted our felves for tq 

days in the Village of Smigett, in the 

mean while that our Carriages were got 

V 4 ready, 
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ready, we continued our Journey on Mi- 
chaelmas-fay. Each perfon of the firft Rank 
had a Waggon drawn by Oxen.and a Horfe 
allowed him. The reft of the Attendance 
were provided with Waggons, three, four, 
five apd fix in a Waggon ; we came the 
fame night to a Village, where we took up 
our Quarters, and the following night to 
another, where we alio ftay'd all night, 
after we had paft'd the day before through 
a Defart. 

Ic ought to be remembred here, to the 
great Honour of the ChM<fes> that they 
treat Strangers with a great deal of civility : 
For, tho* we patted through uninhabitable 
Ddarts, yet did we never want Conveni- 
ences for Lodging j a fufficient number 
ofCabans being brought from diftant pla- 
ces, which were always ready provided a- 
gainft our Arrival. They were ftor'd with 
all neceflary Utenfils for the Kitchen, and 
each Hutt had a Servant, whole Bufinels 
was to take care of the Fuel, Water, and 
other Neceffaries. Every other day we had 
frefli Horfes ready at hand, and the C&- 
hffes kept all night a conftant Guard round 
cur Waggon fence,to prevent any furprize; 
they were provided with Bells, to give the 
Alarm to one another in cale of necefiity. 

The 
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The Adogedtt keeping conftant Compa- 
ny with our Ambaffador during the whole 
Journey, they often fell in difcourfe toge- 
ther concerning the Nature and Policy of 
feveral Nations, which commonly ended 
in the Praife of Chma f of which the AAo* 
geda, but efpecially of the Cbinefe Wall, 
(round which he told us, a Man could not 
travel in three years time) related us fuch 
Wonders, that we could not but be furpri- 
zed at it. Nothing was fo troublefome to 
us in this Defart, as the want of frefh Wa- 
ter, which we were forced to dig for very 
deep, and was commonly fb muddy, that 
it went againft our ftomachs. If we met 
with any that was tolerably good, we took 
care to carry tome of it along with us in 
Leathern Flasks. Our beft comfort was, 
that the AmbafTador had every Morning 
a fmall Kettle-full of boil'd Tea allowed 
him for his Breakfaft, of which fome of us 
had our fhare, which was ferved us in Ca- 
bans or Hutts fet up for that purpofe, at 
certain diftances. We often ufed to divert 
our felves with Hunting, ihefe Delarts be- 
ing full of all forts of very good Game. I 
and another, a particular Friend of mine, 
rid out one Morning a Hunting, to Ihoot 
fome wild Sheep, bat ^aid dearly for it J for 
having loft our Caravan, we rid two days 

and 
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and nights up and down the Defart, not 
knowing where we were, till at iaft we 
came in fight of fbme Hutts belonging to 
the Motigtd Tartars, but durft not approach 
for fear of being affaffinated by them. But 
they having efpied us at a diftance, came 
up with us, inviting us to their Cabans, 
where,beyond all expectation, they treated 
us very civilly : It is poflxble they had 
heard of our Ambafladors coming that 
way, and judged that we belonged to his 
Retinue. Our greateft Trouble was how 
to find out means to lend to the Ambaffa- 
dor, who had fent feveral of his Men in 
queft of.us : We made them at laft under- 
stand by many figns who we were, and 
what our Errand was with the Ambaffa- 
dor ; upon which they fent a Meuenger 
to give him notice where we were : It is 
eafy to be imagined that we were very ea- 
ger of going along with the MefTenger; 
but our Horfis being quite tired, we were 
forced to tarry there till our Caravan came 
by that way. 

On the i s th of Qffcber we arrived near 
the River £<tfumttr t which exonerates it 
lelf in the K iver A^/r, where we halted 
amours, and refrefh'dourfelves with fair 
Water, which was as welcome to us as if 
k had been the beft Wine, becaufe we had 

been 
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been in great want of it before. Having 
provided our {elves with as much as our 
Leathern Veffels would hold, we continu- 
ed our Journey, and on the i^paffedby 
the Ruins of feveral Cities, where we ob- 
ferved the Remnants of very ancient ftone 
Monuments, reprefenting feveral Figures, 
quite different from thofe we meet with in 
Europe. They fay that thefe Places were 
&$faoye&by Alexander the Grett. Wefaw 
alio hereabouts feveral large ftone Pillars of 
an exceffive bignefs, which being hung a- 
bout with fmall Bells, made a great noife 
when they were put in motion by the Wind. 
Beyond thefe we few again the Ruins of 
ieverai Places, and feveral Figures cut in 
Stone, reprefenting Men, Women, and fe- 
veral forts of Beafts.- Deer,Hares,and wild 
Sheep we meet in vaft numbers, of the laft 
we faw fbmetimes % or 300 together ; but 
they are very difficult to be catch'd, they 
being nimbler than a Deer. The Hares 
are hereabouts very fmall, not much bigger 
than our Leverets. Pheafants are alfo here 
in great quantities, but not eafily to be 
rcach'd by the Gun, for they don't fettle 
upon the Trees, but run all along upon the 
Ground, fwifter than other Birds can fly in 
the Air. We took a great deal of delight 
its the dexterity of the Cbmfcs, who with 

their 
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their Arrows would fhoot any Bird flying. 
The Jdogeda had very fine Falcons, who 
feldom let efcape any Phealant or Hare 
they met with. 

The nearer we approached the Cfmefe 
Wall, the more populous we found the 
Country : For three days together, before 
we came in fight of it, we travelled all o- 
ver Rocks and Precipices, through which 
there was cut a fafe Road for the conveni- 
ence of Travellers ; and in the mid ft of 
thefe Rocks there is a goodly City, called 
by|cbe Rujjims, Scbom* Gorod, or Kj>r& J\a- 
ton* A H hereabouts are abundance of Ti- 
gers, Leopards, and Panthers, for which 
reaibn the Ambaffador, upon theperfua- 
fion of the Jdogeda, ordered that no body 
fbould ride at any diftance from the Cara- 
van, unlefs there were at leaft three or 
more in Company. In the City of Kjra- 
kxton fome Alterations were made in our 
Provifions by the Chhefes ; for, inftead of 
Sheep we had Hogs allowed us, and a 
Meafure of Rice for each perfbn. The 
Hogs in Qhinx have fuch hanging Bellies, 
that they touch the Ground. 

From hence we had a long days Journey 
to the Chmefe Wall, betwixt Rich, and rhe 
City oiNmn ; the Country is inhabited by 
the MottgulTartars, who acknowledge the 

D.tU- 
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DalacUma for their Head/ They keep their 
Idols in their Houfes, acd pretent their Of- 
ferings to them, which is commonly Victu- 
als and Drink. When they bury their Dead, 
they put a white Cock upon the Coffin. 
A Mongul Nun, who was continually mut- 
tering her Prayers with her Beads in her 
hands, being asked by the Ambaflador, 
who it was (he adored, fhe gave for an- 
fwer, / Adore the fame Qod 7 who being de- 
prived of Heaven byyottr God y mS certainty 
return thither t *md r fut your God out of his 
•place ; when you mil fee firattge Alterations 
apon Earth. 

On the x7 th of OBokr, towards Even- 
ing, we came in fight of the famous Chi- 
nese Wall, which is four Fathoms high, and 
of fuch thicknels that eight perfbns may 
ride upon it a-breaft. It is 1500 Engiifb 
Miles long in a ftraight Line j for if you 
will count the Hills and vaft Mountains 
upon which it is built in feme Places, it 
would amount at leaft to 500, more. At 
each Miles diftance there is a Tower. At 
the firft Gate we entred,the Wall appear'd 
to be much decay 'd ; but at a Musket- 
{hot from thence we pafled through ano- 
ther Gate, which refembled a large Bafti- 
on. We were conducted through two 
more, and thole three laft enclofed a large 

place 
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place with their Walls, the three Gates fer- 
ving for as many Baftions. Upon the firft 
Wall we (aw a very large Corps de Guards, 
where, ss they told us, there was kept a 
conftant Guard. At fbme diftance from the 
firft Wall without the Gate, there wasalfo 
a Watch kept, confiding only of 20 Soldi- 
ers. About a Mile within the Wall we pa£ 
fed by to the left of us the City tfGdlgxHf 
which is furrounded with a very fine ftonc 
Wall. Near this Place we met with the 
firft fttav/r Idols. It is to be admired what 
vaft Numbers of Temples theChmfes have 
dedicated to their Idols, all their Cities and 
Villages are full of them, nay you meet 
with them upon unacceffible Mountains ; 
they flhew very'well at a diftance. But as 
ro the Figures of their Idols, they are fo 
dreadi'ul as if they had been contrived on 
pur pole to ftriJicTerror into the Beholders. 
They are made either of Wood or CIay ? 
and arefometimes gilt. In all their Tem- 
ples you meet with a certain Idol, which 
being of a terrible afpe&, holds a Scepter 
in his hand, hinuheycall the God of W^- 
and pay a great deal of Veneration to him. 
This God is furrounded with Drums of all 
fiies, which are beaten wbilft they arc at 
their Devotion. 
We were Quartered in the Suburbsj and 
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at our arrival were met by their Pipers and 
others who play'd upon Cymbals,and beat 
the Drums, but made a very doleful nolle. 
The Adogeda invited us to Supper, where 
we were very well entertained, and were 
treated with Tarrafun, a Liquor made of 
Rice. After Supper the Adogedg. diverted 
us with a Play, or rather Farce, a£ted by 
the Players that were fent from Peking to 
meet him. What was mofi; remarkable was, 
that they acted the Mimicks to the life, and 
changed their Poftures and Cloaths, which 
were extraordinary Magnificent, frequent- 
ly to our great aftoniflimenr. On the a8 th 
ofOtfokr we paffed by another Chiwfe Ci- 
ty, and towards Evening arrived in the Ci- 
ty of Xmttmwg, where the Ambaflador 
was entertained by the Governor with a 
magnificent Feaft, and another Play. All 
the Apartments were hung with very rich 
Tapimy, and the whole Entertainment 
was very noble. The Ambaflador, the Go- 
vernor and the Adoged^ were plac'd each 
on a Table by therafelves, but wc were all 
put together on one Table. The difhes 
were brought in one after another, but 
none taken away till after the Feaft was 
ended. There were in all eight Courfes,^ 
and as often as a dilh (which were all of 
Purcelain} was brought in^ the Clerk of the 

Kitchen 
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Kitchen led the way, admoniflhing the 
Guefts to eat heartily. At the beginning 
of the Feaft, the Adogeda. putting out his 
Sticks, ihow'd them to the Ambaflador as 
a Sigoal, that we fhould follow his Exam- 
ple. Before Dinner we were entertained by 
a Boy of 10 years of age, who Very natu- 
rally a£ted the Mimick, and made ftrange 
Poftures upon the Ground, which was co- 
vered with Tapeftry : Which done, fevea 
Purcelain Cups were placed upon a Table, 
which he took up backwards with his 
mouth ; which he repeated afterwards, 
holding his hands upon his back. This was 
followed by an Entry, where a Man and a 
Woman acted the Lovers,and,to conclude 
the matter, a Man dreffed up in a Tigers 
Skin pals'd through the Room upon ail- 
four?, to the no finall aftonithment of thofe 
who were ignorant of the contrivance* 
The Feaft lafted above three hours, and the 
Aioged* defiring the Ambaffador to take a 
Walk with him, they were juft going to 
take their leave, when one of the AdogeJas 
Servants whifpering his Matter, that the 
After-courfe was going to be ferved up, 
they changed their Relblution, and ftay'd 
near two hours longer ; during which time 
they were again diverted by the Players, 
who changed their Cloaths 8 or 10 times. 

The 
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The 19 th of OBober we came in fight of the 
City of Xttnguxu; in this as well as in all other 
Cities where we pafs'd, the Ambaffador was 
treated with all imaginable Refpecl: and Civi- 
lity. We were again entertained in this City 
with a Play, in a Play-houfc fitted up for that 
purpofe. In one of their Temples there, we 
fa w a Goddefs, which being of Stone t ^Z Feet 
high, had 700 Hands. I had often the curio- 
fity to enter their Temples, and to take a view 
of their Idols, who are of very different fliapes 
and figures, and very terrible to behold, but 
moft magnificently drefsU Near this Place 
there is a famous Pagan Temple built upon 
a very high Rock, near the Monaftery of %»* 
gmgn. 

On the 3 o th of Otfder, as we were travel- 
ling upon the Road, we met a great Num- 
ber of Men and Women, who followed an 
Idol carried by two Men, and play'd merrily 
upon their Pipes, Cymbals and Drums. The 
Ambaffador asked the Jdogeda, What the 
meaning was of this Procefiion ? To which he 
anfwer'd, That they were going to a neigh* 
bouring Temple to perform their Devotion. 

The fame day we pafi'd in fight of a goodly 
Place,caUed the Red City, the Refidence of the 
Sifter of the Bogdegm % and famous for the 
Tombs of feveral Chans, This City lies near 
the Cbwfe Wall ; we" Were fain to take up 
our Lodgings that night in a Village, Early 
(G) the 
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the next morning the Jdogeda lent word tc 

the Ambaffador, that, having {brae bufinels 

of moment to difpatch, he begg'd his pardot 

that he could not wait upon him immediate 

\y, but that if he would be pleafed to go be 

fore, he would follow him as fbon as poffibl] 

he could. We had fcarce rid three or fou 

hours, when the Adogedtts Steward overtool 

us near one of their Temples, defiring us t< 

tarry a little in this place, his Matter bein; 

upon the Road to overtake us. We took thi 

opportunity to take a view of the Tempi* 

where meeting with three more of the Jdt 

gedas Servants, we faw them proftrate then: 

ielves firft before the Idol that flood in th 

middle of the Temple,and afterwards to pe: 

form the fame Ceremony to two others the 

flood on both fides of it. Towards noon w 

got to the City of Xmgote, where bavin 

been entertained with a very handibme dh 

ner by the Governor, we continued our Jou; 

ney, and took up our nights Lodging in 

Countrey Town. The firft of November tl 

Ambaffador was again treated at dinner b 

a Governor of another City, and was Qua: 

tered alfb in another Countrey Town ; 

night. 

All the way as we pafled along the Roai 
we met with fuch a prodigious Number « 
moft magnificent Temples, that we could n 
but adtutre at the ignorance of thefe pe 

P ] 
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pie, who ihew fo much Veneration to thefe 
Idols. 

The t. a of November we came to the great 
and famous City of Tuvxo, fituate on a Ri- 
ver^ where the Ambaflador was invited alfo 
to dinner by the Governor, who conducted 
us afterwards out of the Town. That night 
we were Quartered in the next Town to the 
City of Peking. The City of Tukxe is fa- 
mous for its Traffick in Furcelain, which is 
fold here much cheaper than in Peking. The 
Chmfe have a way of Pleating their Sails 
together in a very fmall Corapafs. 

On the 3 d of November^ towards noon, 
we made a publick Entry in the Capital Ci- 
ty of Peking, in very good Order and great 
Splendor-, the Streets being crowded with 
vaft Numbers of Spectators on both fides of 
the way, which raited fuch a duft, that we 
fcarce could fee one another : We had out- 
Lodgings affigned us in the Court, which is 
the ordinary Refidence of Foreign Aniba£ 
fadors. 

On the i% th of November the Jdagatt* 
and his Twdres or AITociate, waited upon 
the Ambaflador, to give him notice that he 
was to be admitted to his publick Audience 
the next day, and to be conducted thither 
by go Horfes, defiling him to get his Cre- 
dentials and the Prefents ready againfl that 
time, He asked rhe AinbaJftdar who was 

to 
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to carry the Frefents? and being angered, 
That this was to be performed by the Cof- 
fucksi he fliew'd his diflike, defiring that it 
might be done by fotne. of his Retinue ; 
which the Ambaffador refufed, telling him, 
That when they were carried to the place 
where they were to be -delivered, he would 
do it with his own hands, wherewith he 
was very wet! fatisfied, defiring only, that 
they might be conveyed with good Cou- 
verts. Matters being thus fettled, the Am- 
baffador drank to him a Glafs of Spmfb 
Wine, to the Health of the Dorgamha ; who 
being one' of the firft Men of the Empire, 
he took it offto the bottom j whereas before 
this time, we could never perfuade any of 
them to pledge us, they being a very ob- 
stinate people, and very noify with their 
Tongues, if not gratified in their defires. 

At was the i4 ta of November before the 
Ambaffodor could be in readinefs to deliver 
his Credentials, when we were conducted 
to Court in the following manner : 1 y Cof- 
faeksy who carried the Prefents, led the Van ; 
thefe were followed by one of the Matters of 
the Jewel-Office belonging to the Czar of 
Mufcovy. After bim the Secretary of the Em- 
baffy,who carried the Credentials After him 
came the Ambaffador betwixt ihc two Ado- 
gedfs ; and Iaftly, the r?S cf the Gentlemen 
belonging to the Arr b::tfhd«*:'.» 

A> 
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At the Entrance of the Cattle , we did 
alight from our I lories, and marched on 
foot through a long Gate, arch'd u; the 
top. Before we entred the lecond Gate, 
we pafi'd over a very fine Stone-Bridge, 
about'5oor6oPaces long, on both fides 
of which we took notice of a Wall about 
three foot high, with many Figures cut 
in Stone. Within the Gate we were 
conduced through a very ipacious Court, 
where we law two large Pillars, very ar- 
tificially wrought with variety of Figures. 
From thence we went into a very fine 
Hall, where we found two Tables. No 
lboner were we entred there, but the 
Adcgeda deSr'd the Ambaflador to fit 
down upon the Ground upon fuch Bolfters 
as were brought thither for that purpofe ; 
and foon after we law four Lords, who 
are the Chiefeft of the whole Empire, to 
enter the Room before the Bogdegm him- 
ftlf. Thefe four were the Dorgamb&> the 
Ask&mbd^ the Aligamba, and the Adogam- 
ha. After the Credentials were deliver- 
ed to the King himlehv the Pretents were 
given to the Jdcgeda^ who laid them up- 
on the two Tables. Which done, the 
'Borgambdy with the other three Lords, 
came up to the Ambaflador, and after 
liaving made their Compliments , and 
G given 
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gjvenhirn. each both their Hands, the 
7>org4mba<> after his congratulatory Speech 
upon "our happy arrival, enquir d after 
Health of both their Czarifb Majefiies, 
telling him, that his Credentials fhould be 
forthwith translated, and he to receive m 
Anfwer to the lame. After which,. he. 
told him what allowance was to be given; 
to htmfelf and his Retinue ; to wit : eve- 
ry day for the Ambaffador himfelf, two 
Sheep* .one Goofc, three Pullets, three 
frifli, a large meafure of Flower, a large 
meauire of Rice, two Pound of Butter, 
two Papers of Thee , Salt, and other 
Things proportionable, befides two Gal- 
lons of Tarrafm. The reft of his Re- 
tinue and other Servants, had the fame 
Allowance as before, with fbriie addition 
of Flower, Butter and Tarrafun. 

The Ambafliidor being reconducted to 
his Quarters by the two rfdagedas, fcarce 
three hours were pafs'd, before the young- 
eft of the two Adogedds brought word, 
that the Czars Letters had been received 
with a great deal of Satisfaction, defiring 
him in the Bogdegnns Name, to come 
and take afhare, with all his Retinueof 
his own Table. As they were going a- 
long the Streets to Court on Hone-bacfc, 
the Adoged.it told the Ambaiidor, that he 

ought 
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ought to look upon this Invitation as a 
moft particular Grace , it being not cufto- 
mary for Ambaffdors to receive this He 
nour immediately after the delivery of 
their Credentials. 

Being entred the feme Hall where the 
Credentials had been deliver'd before, 
the Adcgedt invited the AmbafTador to fit 
down, and loon after entred the fame 
four Lords before the Bogdegan, and fa- 
luted .the Ambaflkdor very obligingly. 
Immediately after, four Tables were 
brought into the Room, two of which 
were cover *d with forty Silver Difhes, 
full of all Sorts of Sweet-Meats, for the 
Amhaffador, the other two (where there 
were alio fome Sweet-Meats, and a DifH 
with boil'd cold Mutton) fell to pur 
fhare. After Dinner , we were treated 
with Tfcr boil'd in Milk, in wooden Difli- 
es, which we took, and re-delivered to 
the Servants; with making deep Reve- 
ences. Sofboh as the Ambaflador aroie 
from the Table, all his Sweet-Meats were 
given to his Attendants ; but; what was 
left upon our Tables, was divided among 
the Cofacks. 

The 1 6th of November* the Dorgam* 

&a, with feveral other Chinefe Lords, and 

the two Adogedas f came to pay a Vifit to 

G 2* the 
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the Ambaffador; who entertain'd thera 
with a Sett of very good Mufick, at 
which they feem'd to be extreamly well 
fatisfied; and -after they had ftaidfbme 
time, the Ambaffador made to the Dor- 
gambtt thefe following Prefents. 

A large Looking-Glafs with a black 
wooden Frame. A Iels Looking-Glals. 

A round Looking-Glafs with a gilt 
Frame. Two Watches. 

Twenty pieces of gilt Leather. 

Several fine Cuts. 

S& very fine Cryftal-GIaffes. 

A large Gale for Gkifes. 

Three large Dogs fpotted like Tygers. 

A fine black Gun-Dog. 

A piece of fine Hollin Linen-Cloth. 

Four Lac'd Handkerchiefs ; 

Befides lome Sables, black Foxes, Er- 
mins, and other Siberian Commodities, 
which were received in a moft obliging 
manner by the llorgamba* On the 17th 
of November, two Heralds at Arms, were 
lent to invite the Ambaffador and four- 
teen of the Gentlemen of his Retinue, 
to the Bogdegans Table j and we were 
not a Musket-foot from our Quarters, be- 
fore we were met by the Adogeda's* who 
conduced us into the Caftle. Being en* 
tred the lame Hal!,where we had deliver'd 

our 
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our Credentials before. The Adogeda 
preferred the AmbafTador and his Retinue, 
wi v h Chairs; immediately after, came 
the four abovementioned Lords, who af- 
ter having paH their Complements to the 
AmbafTador, asked him, whether he could 
{peak Latin; and being anfwer'd, be did 
not : they asked fu.tber, whether any of 
his Retinue* *vere Matters of the (aid 
Language; find it being' told him, that 
there vsms one who had fome Knowledge 
of it, bur not I > perfection ; they left us 
to return gi ( >* .Anlwer to the Bogdegax. 
We fat above four or five hours before 
wor^ was brought us, that we were to 
come to the Bogdegm ', but were in the 
mean while treated with Thee boil'd in 
Milk by the Adogeda. An account was 
Jikev lie taken of onr Names, how many 
thsre were of us ,* which dope, the Ado- 
gedx received Orders to conduct us . We 
pail'd through three feveral Gates, and as 
many large and handibme Courts, among 
which, one deferves to be particularly 
takers notice of. For in the midft of it, 
there was a Bridge of Marble, fuftain'd 
by very fine Arches 5 under which was a 
Water, which being call'd, the Bogdegms 
Fifb'Povd, had the reiemblance of a fair 
fmall River, and furrounded the Caftl3. 
0? So 
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So fooa as we entree! the Room, where 
the Bogdegm was featedupon his Throne, 
the Ambaflador was plac'd by the Jdoge- 
das on one fide of the Throne, which was 
furrounded with above three hundred 
Courtiers, who all wore the Emperout's 
Armes upon their BreaftV and Backs. The 
Roof of this Room was extraordinary 
high, and the fides adorn'd with a great 
number of Marble Statues. Juft oppo- 
site to it was the Emperour's Temple, a 
moft magnificent Structure. On the o- 
ther (idt of the Room,you look'd into an- 
other Court, where were the Lodgings 
of the Enuchs and other Women, that 
attended in the Emperour's Seraglio. The 
Ambaffador was placed on the left-hand 
of the Throne, and his Attendance about 
four Rods behind him, on the right-hand ; 
jiuft oppofite to the Ambafladors were die 
tour abovementioned "Lords; About forty 
Perfons, armed with Half*Pikes and Bat- 
tie-Axes attended about the Throne; 
We had not fat very long, before we 
Jaw a Table cover'd all over with Difhes 
of Maffive Gold, and filPd with Sweet- 
Meats brought in, which was fet before 
the Emperour j After this* two Tables with 
Sweet-Meats were brought in for the four 
Lords; and next to them, another Table 

with 
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with Sweet-Meats for the Ambaffador j 
feveral Tables were placed for us, three 
belonging to, a Table ; The Sweet-Meats 
were all ferv'd in Silver Dilhes ; befides, 
which there were Grapes, Apples, Pears, 
Chefhuts, China-Oranges, Citrons, and 
other Fruits. As for the Cbimfes t of 
whom there were above a hundred, each 
had his own Table, with fevera) Difiaes 
of Meat. 

So loon as we law the Emperour be- 
gin to eat, we were obliged to pay our 
Reverence by a low inclination of the 
Head, and then we eat of what was be- 
fore us. After Dinner, which lafted a- 
bove three hours, two large Cups of 
Brandy were prefented to the *Bogdega.n y 
who ordered the Dorgamha and another 
Great Lord, to conduct the Ambaflador 
upon the Throne \ Being advanc'd upon 
the Steps, the *X)org<tmfa y by orders from, 
the Emperour, prefented one of thefe 
Cups to the Ambaffador, telling him, that 
he muft make a low Reverence, and 
drink it all off at a Draught. 

In the mean while, fbme Jefuita having 
been.fent for, they appear'd inftaitly , 
and by Orders; from the Emperour, fpoke 
to the Ambaffador in Lxti®% who an- 
fweringthemin ItslUx, that he was not 
<j 4 very. 
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very well versed in the Lath Tongue, 
one of the Fathers began to talk in ltdh 
an with the AmbafTador, whom he ask- 
ed many Queftions, and among the reft, 
How long it was fince he left Mufcovy ? 
Unto which he having given a rentable 
Aniwer, he was re- conduced to his place. 
We were alfb each in his turn, placed op- 
pofite to the Throne, and preCentcd with 
a golden Cup of Brandy, which after we 
had taken up, with a very low Reverence, 
we were re'Condu£ted to our refpe£Hve 
places. Soon after we as well as the Chi- 
nefes there prelent, had fbme Thee boil'd in 
Milk prefented to us in wooden Difhes, 
which as before we received, and return'd 
with a very low bow to the very ground. 
The Tables being remov'd, we were con- 
duced out of the Room, which done, 
both the Adogeias made a fign to the 
Ambaflador to follow them into another 
Apartment, which was done, becaufe we 
ihould not iee the BogAegm defcend from 
bis Throne. He is originally a Movgul 
TArtar> of a brown Completion, of a- 
bont 45 years of Age. 

The Ambaflador defit'd to be difinilsH 
for that time, but the Dorgamh return'd 
from the Emperour, and asked the Am- 
feaflados:, whether he could tell any tidings 

concern- 
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concerning fbms ^jcfuks^ who about three 
years before intended to travel to Chwa, 
by the way of Mufcovy, but were ftopt 
in their Journey ? The Ambaflkdor hav- 
ing anfwer'ri that he knew nothing of 
them, the *Dorgxmha rcturnM with this 
Anlwer to the Emperour. In the mean 
wh'"o we were conducted to our former 
phces, where the ddogedtt defir'd the 
Ambafiador to fit down a little, till the 
Sweet-Meats that were left, could be 
given to our Servants, which was done 
accordingly j it being a very antient Cu- 
flrom among the Chmefes, always to let 
the Remnants of the Empeiour's Table 
to be carried home. Our Servants being 
well Ioaden with Sweet- Meats, the two 
ddogedas reconducted the Ambaffador to 
his Quarters. 

On the 1 8th of November y we as well 
as the Cofacks were eatertain'd at our 
Quarters from the Emperours Table, 
There was a Table 'in the Aoibaffador's 
Appartment for his own ule, thofe for 
the Gentlemen was kid in the Hall, All 
the Tables being cover*d with Meats, two 
of the Bpgdegm's Courtiers came to de- 
fire the AmbaiTador and hjs Retinue in 
the Emperours Name to fit down, which 
\ye did with $, profound Reverence, in 

re- 
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refoe& to his Imperial Majefty. Obr 
Dilhes were, boil'd Geefe, Pullets, Eggs, 
and all forts of Meats ; Grapes, Apples, 
fears, Wall-nuts, Chefhuts, Citrons, 
China- Oranges, alllbrtsof Freierves and 
Sweet-Meats- The Cofacks din'd in the 
Court ; and before Dinner, were all pre- 
sented with thee boil'd in Milk. Towards 
Evening the two Mogeda's came to tell 
the Atnbaflador, that the Eogdegan was 
going to make a Progrefsfor 20 days; and 
on the 7th of 'December^ they came to 
give us notice of his return to Peking. 

On the §th we were again invited to 
the gogdegans Table, where we were 
treated in the fame manner as before. On 
the nth the Jskamha and Surgufhey , 
were lent by the Bogdegw, to invite the 
Ambaffador and his Retinue to be prefent 
at a great Feaft at Court, and to be con- 
duced through the left-fide of the Caftle, 
whereas before, we had been brought in 
through the Great Court on the right- 
fide. 

Accordingly next Morning, five hours 
before day-light, the two Jdcgedds came 
to our Quarters , and conducted us on 
Horfe-back to the Caftle, where being 
entred on the left-fide, the Adogeids de- 
fired the Arabafladpr to fit down, where 

we 
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we were treated feveral times with 7het ; 
in the mean while that one of the $do- 
ged£s was gone to receive his further In- 
fractions. At break of day, both the 
Adogedis led us into a Court, where we 
law two Elephants of an extraordinary 
bignets, with very rich Furnitures : Op- 
pofite to them, we law a great many 
Drums plac'd upon the Ground, near 
which flood the Emperour's Guards, 
cloath'd in red Damask, and all round the 
Court we few above a hundred Chairs, 
belonging to the Chinefe Lords. Being 
from thence conduced to the place where 
the Bogdegm was to make his Appearance, 
weentredonthe left-fide, where we faw 
feveral hundreds Chinefe Lords very mag- 
nificently drels'd, with the Emperour's 
Armes upon their Backs and Breafts, fit- 
ting upon Bolfters or Cufhions, upon the 
ground. Their Caps were adora'd with 
the Feathers of Peacocks , which were 
faftn'd to them with fine Cryftals. Thole 
of the firft Rank had very large Saphirs 
upon their Caps. Near to thefe we had 
our Seats aflign'd us 5 and fcarcehad we 
thus lat an hour, when by the difcharge 
of a Cannon (which made no great 
jioife ) a fignal was given for the Chi' 
mfes to rife , whilft the Bogdegan was 

coming 
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coming in to mount his Throne, which 
flood direSIy oppofite to the Door, thro 1 
■wind; we were introducd. All onafud- 
den we heard a Chime of Bells, which 
bang the fvrml for the Ckmefes y they in 
very good Older made their appearance 
before the Bogdegw: In the mean while, 
a. certain Ferlbn who flood near the Bog- 
degax, read for above an hour with a very 
loud and audible Voice out of a Book, 
which done, we heard very fine tinging 
at fbrne uiftance from us ', After this two 
Drums were bear, which being another 
jfignal to the Cbtnejes y they fell upen their 
Knees, bending their Heads to the ground, 
three times, one after another- Then 
they rift, andfeveralMufical Inftraments 
made an agreeable Harmony for feme 
time, during which they performed the 
fame reverence twice more, and fb took 
their Seats again. We were then con* 
du£ted by the two Jdogeda^s in the pre- 
sence of the Bogdeas, whue we perform- 
ed the fame Ceremony in the fame man- 
ner as the Chimjis had done ; And the 
Ambaffador being led by the Hand by the 
Adogzd& up to the Bogdeg&$% Throne, had 
the Honour to receive a dim of Thee from 
the Bog-degdns own hands. We were 
tikewiie, after we had taken our Seats, 

again 
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again treated with Thee boil'd in Milk, 
beirg obliged every time we took and 
re delivered the Cup, to turn our left- 
leg under our Bodies, and fbto make a 
Jew Inclination with cur Heads. Soon 
after^ the Ambaffut/or being i-e-condi^b- 
ed by the Adrgeda to his &:.*, the Chine' 
fes, all on a iiiddeiy plutci thcmfelvescn 
the ji^ht- fide upon their bended Knees, 
knocking their Heads af^inft thcGrouud 
three times., whilft - h sH(^de^a»\vas de- 
iccndii.y from the Throi :-. "* We were 
led by the two Jdogedds to the fame piece, 
where we were obliged to perform the 
fame Ceremony. That part of the Court 
where the Bogdegan's Throne wis plac'd, 
was lin'd vVith his Guards, clo-jth' d in 
red Damask, and arm'd wMi Battle- Axes 
and Half-Piques. The Sckmuity beiug 
ended, we pafs'd again through the place 
where before we had deliver^ our Cre- 
dentials, in order to our return ro our 
Quarters; but the Adcgeda's defiling the 
Ambaflador to flay a little longer, there 
being fbme Cbimfe Lords, who were ve- 
ry ambitious to fee the Ambaffador and 
his Retinue, he granted his-requeft. As 
wewere coming out of the Caftle, we 
{aw one of the Elephants, which was 
fhewn us before, draw a great Waggon, 

in 
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in which was the Bogdegans Throne j we 
were fcarce return *d to oar Quarters, when 
the ddogeda again entreated the AmbafTa- 
dor to go along with him to the Bogde- 

fa»$ Play-houfe, where a very diverting 
lay was a£fced that day. He invited 
hot only the Ambaffador's Retinue, but 
alfoall the Merchants and Cofacks, to 
partake of the Show. And as we were 
on our way thither, we met (everal Chi' 
mfe Lords, among whom was the As- 
kttmh& y who came on purpole to bear the 
Arabaflador Company thither. Before 
Dinner we had the diversion of feeing a 
Fellow play all forts of Tricks. He took 
a ftick, which was flaarp at one end in his 
Hand, On which he fixed a large round 
wooden Ball, which turn'd it felf with- 
out intermhlfon upon the Stick, till he 
threw it in the Air, and catch'd it again 
upon the point of the Stick, where it 
rowl'd about like before 5 Secondly, he 
took another Stick, but not fo big as the 
former, which he fixed upon his upper 
Lip ; in the middle of this Stick was a 
imall wooden Horle, which continually 
turn'd about the Stick, as did another 
wooden Ball on the top of the Stick. 
Sometimes he put the Stick upon his 
Thumb, where it perform'd the lame o- 

peration. 
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peration. Thirdly, he put the lame Stick 
through a certain Inftrument, not unlike 
our Flutes, which he heid in his Mouth. 
On the point of the Stick lie had fixed 
two Knifes, not unlike our -Shoe-maker s 
Knives, with their Edges to one another, 
which turnd themfelves upon the Stick to 
the no fmall aitonifhment of the Specta- 
tors. Fourthly, he took three ordinary 
Knives, two of which he kept fteady m 
his left-hand, butnofoonerhad he thrown 
the third Up in the Air, but the other two 
follow'd, which he catch/d all three by 
the Handles. He fhew'd us alfo feveral 
fine Poftures on Horfe-back, and whilft 
we were very magnificently treated at 
Pinner, we had the diversion of the 
Play, which lafted till night ; when we 
return 'd home well fatisfied with our En- 
tertainment. 

The 1 8th of December, hoth thz Jdo* 
geda's came to lalnte the Ambaffador in 
the Name of the 'Dorgamfa, and to in- 
vite him and the Chiefcfl: of his Dome- 
fticks to pals the next day at his Houte; 
The next Morning his Horfes ftood ready 
to attend us at our Quarters, from whence 
we went dire&ly to the 7)orgambas 
Palace. We were conducted by the A- 
dogedds in a finall appartment, where 

Wff 
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we found the ^Dcrgamba ready to receive 
the Ambanador,which he did in very obK* 
ging terms. Soon after we were treated 
with Tbee boil'd in Milk, and the Am- 
baffador having communicated for {bine 
time with the Dorgamba y concerning the 
Inftru&ions, he had received from their 
Czarijh Majefty's, the ,Ambauador was 
conducted from thence into theDining- 
Room. As we entred the Room, the 
Players who were very magnificently 
drefs'd, flood ready to begin the Play, 
which they did accordingly ; It is the Cu- 
ftom in ChbiA for the Actors to give a 
Book, containing the Ointents of many 
Plays, to the Mafterof the Feafts, outof 
which- he chulcs which he likes beft ? 
which is commonly perform'd by fing- 
ing injthe nature of our Operas* 
The *DorgAmba fat at a Table by himfelfy 
next to him was plac d the Ambaflador at 
another Table, and next to him the two 
Jdogcdas at another. Two other Tables 
were brought in for the Ambaflador s 
Retinue j we were treated with great 
deal of Splendor. Our Drink was Aqm 
vit* prepared with Cinnamon, which was 
brought to us in golden Cups, and we 
were forced to take it off quite to the bot- 
tom, the Dorgamh fhewing us the way 

by 
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by his own Example. The Floor was 
covered all over with Taplftry, and be- 
hind the 'Dorgambx ftood a little Page 
with a Basket made of Straw-work jWhich 
was the Tiorgambas Spitting-Pot. Thus 
we fpent the great eft part of tlv: day with 
a great desl of Diveru*cu,and on the 19th, 
being a great Pea ft.- d:iy at Cou"t ; we were 
again fplendidly Entertained at the Bog- 
deganS i able. 

In the year 1^94. on the 6th of Jam* 
ary^ and on the i6tb, we were again in* 
vited to the Bo^dcgan's Table. On the 26th 
of the fame month, the Dorgamh 0'- hged 
us with the fight of a very fierce I 'anther, 
znd the fame day we were again ad- 
mitted to the Bogdegav's Table. On the 
27 th we paid a vifit to the Jefmts, who 
treated us with a very good Breakfaft ; 
Their Church is a very eurious piece of 
Architecture, with a fine Organ, which 
is placed on the outfide of it towards the 
Street. There were at that time eight 
Fathers of that Society at Peking. On the 
29th it was a hard Froft, with a throng 
North Wind and abundance of Snow. 
On the 4th of February both the /fdogeda's 
brought Orders for the Ambaflador to 
make his Appearance at Court, Accor- 
dingly we went on Horfeback to Court 
on the 5th of February, where after we 
H had 
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had been entertamd very fplendidlyat the 
Bogde^an's TabJe,theAmt:affador was told, 
tliat according to his defire he fhould 
be difmiis'd in twelve nights* 

Accordingly on the j 5th of Tchr* Vie 
JB.^^rf»fentoneofhisCoutjer.stotheAm* 
baflador to defire him 10 come to .Court 
the next morning with all his Attendance* 
and the Cofacks, to receive the ufual Pre- 
fects of tiie Bogdrgnn. The day be- 
fore we went to Court we were treated 
at the RogdegAth Charge at onr Quarters, 
when the AmhafTador with his whole 
Attendance went on Horfcback, being 
conduced by the Adogedxs inco a fpacious 
Court, where we received the following 
Prefents* 

A Horfe, with Bridle and Siddkj and 
all otlv^r Accoutrements, 

A Chine fe C;»r>, with a Silk Puff on tlw 
top of it. 

A Sur toot of Damask Brocaded with 
GoidSyrpentSj'tnd lined with Lamb-Skins. 

A Scsrff, a Knife, 6 Handkerchiefs^nd 
2 Tobs.gco B;*gS. 

A pair of leather Boots, and a pair of 
Silk Stockings. 

A piece of Hack Satcin of 10 yards. 

A piece of LwJL&n of 20 yards- 

16 pieces of Isjtdck. 

7 Ldz of Saver worth i±Crcwi&> 
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The Ambaflkdor's Geath men had each 
of them the following Prefents. 

A Chmefs Cap, with a red Silk Puff on 
the top. 

A Damask Surtoot Jined with Lambs- 
'Skin. 

A piece of Sattin of 10 yards* 

A piece of Ludas of 10 yards. 

A Scarff, with a Knife, 3 Tobacco 
Baggs, and 6 Handkerchiefs. 

One pair of Leather Bootes , with a 
pair of Silk Stockings quilted with Cotton. 

i 6 piece's of Kitaick* 

One Lm and a half of Silver worth 
3 Crowns. 

ThtCoftcks and Servants received each' 
the following Prefents. 

A piece of Sattin of io yards, 

Eight pieces fif KitakL 

One Lan of Silver. 

On the i 8th of February, theArabafla- 
dor being again invited to Court, the 
Dergamba, told him, that if he were ready 
for his departure, the Carriages fhould 
attend him the next morning at his 
Quarters. I am not ignorant that in 
this place I ought to give the Reader a 
particular Account of the Manners, Cu- 
itoms and Religion of the Qh'mejes ; but 
I will content my felf to give only in this 
B s loufnal 
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journal a general Account of the Empire 
of China, and its Capital City called 

Peking. 

The mofr. Potent Empire of Chins, is 
known under fcveral Names among Fo- 
reign Nations. The Tartars ca!i it KjLtay y 
thole of Sum, Sin, the Japatwefcs, Than y 
and lome of the Tartarian Nations call 
it Jrian. The Clrintfes themfelves have 
given it many Sir-names ; for among the 
many Families that have jfway'd the Chi- 
sefe Scepter, each T'oundi-r of its Race has 
affined it its particular Title. Thus it 
is called Thai^ (broad without mcalure) 
J&, (Peace), Tha, (Iarge),&«/w,(pleafant), 
Qhzth f com pleat/; But among ail the reft, 
thu Chinefes have retailed two, the firft 
of which is, Cbungehos, that is, the Middle 
p.Kif'rc , and Chnnque , which is the 
MiJJh.G.irden, being of Opinion that 
tlie Earth was four Square , and their 
Empire in the mL.it of it. 

This vaft Country was in the year 
before the Birth of Chrhr. 2254, divided 
into 1 2 Provinces by their Emperor X»wx, 
and by his Succeflbr Iva into 9, which at 
that time comprehended only the Nor- 
thern Provinces,? star as the Pviver Kf&%g* 
But after the Southern Parts were united 
with this Empire, it was divided into 

fifteen 
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fifteen Provinces. Moft of them 
were formerly under the Juriioit&ion of 
their own Fringes, but alter they were 
Conquered a.vl United wi.h the Chh;efe 
Crowa , were Gove-n;. by Vice/oy s, 
who to this day have the A-.hninifti-ution. 
of Affairs in thole Placts. h is divided 
into the Northern and Southern Fart. 
The firft is tl-afcwhLhis properly called 
K&*3 by the- Tartars, and comprehends 
5 Provinces: to wit, Peking, XW/wg, 
Xarjjt, Xtmjt, Wonai, to which (bme add 
the Province of Leaottmg; and the Penin- 
fula of'Corea. The other 9 Provinces, 
are; Nanking, Cbf&/a#g, K.M n $$> //«* 
qawigf Suchuevy Qjteicherij ^ttmaff, Qjf 
a«g/f t Qutntuftg, i'ccL'te^ which by one 
gen,ral Nams are called by the Tartars^ 
M&ngin. The North and Southern Pro- 
vinces are divided by the River Kiwg, 
(by the Chine fes, called the Son <f the 
Ocem?) "The Empire of China borders on 
the Eaft on the great Baftern Ocean, cat- 
led by the Cbinefes, Tung. Towards the 
North, on the Ch'wejc VVali, which di- 
vides it from the Great Tartar? ; on the 
Weft it has the Mountain of Thibet to the 
Confines of Bewgda ; On the South- fide 
is the Kingdom of Couchinchina t which is 
Tributary to the Chimfes Empire. Its 
H 3 whole 
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whole Breadth, from the Ifle of Urnon? 
fituate under the 1 8th Degree of North 
Latitude, to the 42th Degree of North 
Latitude, is 530 German Leagues. Its 
length from the Weft, under the 112th 
Degree, till Eaft under the 54th Degree, 
near the City JSivgpo or $amfo t is 450 
German Leagues. 

This whole Empire feems both by Art 
and Nature made impregnable. For on 
the Weft fide is the Mountain of Thebet, 
and the great Defart of Xtma ; On the 
Northfidethe famous Chwefe Wall^which 
was begun to be built in the year 21 5 be- 
fore Chrift's Birth, and was finifticd in 
5 years ; On the South and Eaft it is fur- 
rounded with the Ocean, where by reafon 
of the many Rocks and Sands there is no 
no fife Landing unlets it be in a few 
places. 

The City of Peking, the Capital of the 
Empire, and Refidence of its Kings, has 
borrowed its Name from the Province of 
Pekiug, which on the Eaft Borders on the 
great Gulph betwixt Corsa and Jafaa; 
on the North-Eaft upon the Province of 
Leaotwg) on the North upon the Great 
Tartary, and part of the Cbinefe Wall, 
and on the Weft the Province of Xanfi- 
This Province has 8 famous Citaes,to wit ; 

Pekmg, 



An Embajfy /rom Mufoovy 10$ 

Peking* Faoting) Hok(ona i Chmting i Xunte i 
Quoffpwgy Tamtegy and Jttxpfag; The 
Ciry of Peking is fituate under $9 De- 
grees 59 Minutes upon the Northern Con- 
fines of the Province, of Pekwg, not far 
from the famous Chine[e Wall. On the 
South fide it is forriried with two very 
throng and high Walls. The Suburbs 
are enclefed in one fiugle \VA\, with j 
very good Bullions on each fide of the 
Gate. You enter thele Sulurbs by a 
Bridge built over a River, which to the 
North fiie furrounds the Wall ; from the 
Suburbs through the South Gate , it is 
half an hours walking before you come 
to the Body of the City, where, at the 
Entrance there is a very high B-iftion,and 
as you turn to the left, another well- 
mounted with Cannon, from whence you 
may go into the City through the Old 
Gate. There are many other Baftions to 
be feen all round the Walls, where every 
night the Garifbn keeps as ftri£t a Guard 
as if an Enemy were near at hand ; but 
in the day time, the Emperor's Gentlemen 
of the Be J -Chamber Guards the Gate.% 
not lb much for its Defence, as to look 
after the Cuftoms, which are to be paid 
there. The Citizens Houles are gene- 
rally finely built, and the Palaces of 

Perfons 
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Perfons of Quality very ftately Structures, 
but their greateil Magnificence appears in 
their Triumphal Arches. Their Temples 
are Adorned with Steeples of an extra- 
ordinary height, and moflr Artificially 
built : But the Streets of this fo ftately 
Ory are in no wife fuitable to its Gran- 
deur , there being very few amcng 
them 1'avcd with- Stones, which 
fcem* to be ftrauge in a phce where 
they don't want thefe Materials, the Streets 
being extreamly inconvenient and trou- 
blefutne to walk both in fair and fowl 
weather. In dry weather, when the 
Wind blows from the North, the Duft is 
raifcd all over the City to that degree, 
that it ffoiis every thing in the Hoafcs. 
The Inhabitants pr-jfcrve themfelvesa lit- 
tle w; < n they go abroad, by wearing a 
thin Vt.il alreoft like our Gawfes, over 
their Faces, which comes down to their 
Breads ; befides that, they can fee every 
body that paffes without being feen by 
t'.em, snd without expofing their Fa- 
ces to the Duft ; they enjoy by it this 
ponvu'niency, that they are not obliged 
to thoie frequent Salutes and other Cere- 
monies which are fb much admired, and 
Gtherwile pra&ifed among the Chmejes. 

m 
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AH the Chtmfe Women are of a very low 
Stature, tliofeof Quality have very little 
Peer, in which they take a particular 
pride, ibr which reaicn they keep them 
extraordinary ftreighroed, to fuch an ex- 
cels, that mi-jny tiK-'i.-b; quite loiie theufe 
of their F'.:ct. It is <ook'd upon as very 
ignomiuicub among the Chinese Ladies to 
fhew thi ir naked Fe;"t. There is fcarce a 
Strcci B " v..q or Gate in the City of P<r- 
kfogy w' fit you don't meet with Horfes 
or /Hks, w'sch may be htr'd for a fmail 
price to go up and down the Streets, 
where a Servant attends you and your 
Hoifc The Streets are always crouded 
with People ; here you may fee one dance 
upon the Rope, in another place you fee 
one upon the Stage, who is furrounded 
with many AuJitors,unto whom he relates 
certain Stories, and thefc reward him for 
his pains with a kind of Brafs-Money, 
which being four Spare, fignM on one 
fide with four Characters, and a hole in 
the middle for the conveniency of carry- 
ing them upon a firing, ten, of them make 
no more than a Penny. But when any 
thing is to be bought or paid with Silver 
they ufe this method : they always wear 
by their fidesa pair of Shears, and Weights 
enclosed in wooden Cafes in their 

Pockets, 
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Pockets, by which means they cut the 
Silver Plates, and weigh of it as much as 
they have occafion for at that time. You 
meet fometiraes in the Streets certain Chi- 
nefes) who beat their Breafts with ftones, 
others knock their Heads againft Stones, 
till the Blood follows. There is fcarce a 
Street but what has many Publick-homes, 
which are diftinguiuied by their Sign- 
Pofts, where you find it written what 
fort of Liquor they fell within. Thefc 
Houtes arc very neatly kept, and afford- 
ing good Accommodation. 

But it is time to look backwards, and 
to give yon a Ihort Account of our re- 
turn to Mufcovy. 

On the 1 9th of febru&ty towards Even- 
ing, we began our journey from Peking, 
being conducted out the Town by the 
two Jdogeda's, and feveral other Peribns 
of Quality to the next Village. About 
five days Journey from Peking^ the Sur- 
gttjbey (who was to conduct us as far as 
to the City of Naan) brought us through 
an old ruined City, wherein one of their 
Temples, wefaw an Idol made of Clay 
but richly gilt, reprefenting a Woman; 
it was about 1 $ yards high, and had ma- 
ny Heads and Hands. Not far from thence 
in a Gallery, you. faw another Figure, re- 

fembling 
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fembling a Woman-kind, which they laid, 
was her Daughter, lie in a Bed of Damask 
Quilt, covered with rich Chixefe Carpets. 
On the 30th of M&y, we came to the 
City of Nasih and took up our Quarters 
in the Village Sutttgart. On the 5th of 
Jfril-, I was furpriied in my Quarters by 
a very ftrange Spectacle ; For rny Holt's 
Daughter appeared all on a fudden, as if 
fhe had been poffels'd by the Devil, mak- 
ing fuch. horrid out-cries, as put usall in 
a night. After fhe bad thus continued 
for feme time, fhe began to fing very 
agreeably for half an hour, when the ci- 
ther Women there prefent, having begun 
to fing certain Verfes, fhe anfwered them 
immediately. I was fo curious as to en- 
cjuire, what could be the meaning of all 
this ; to which they reply'd, that there 
being a Neighbour s Child very ill, this 
Virgin had been confulted concerning her 
Recovery, fhe being one who was in 
great Efteem among them, and loofcM 
upon as a Saint. The Neighbours were 
no fooner departed, but an Aunt of hers 
took a few Coals, upon which (he threw 
certain Incenfes, which holding near her 
Face, ihe foon opened her Eyes, and re- 
covered herSenfes. 
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On the 14th of ^W/, we fit forward 
in our Journey from Nattx, in Company 
of a Chinefe r.nvoy, who being a native 
of the City of Matgenn, was fine by the 
Bogdcg Wi to the W&ywoae tit Narizir/skoy. 
On the z%t)\ of /?//v/, we pafs'd over a 
very high Mountain, not without a great 
deal or difficulty, the&70:p beingabovja 
Yard higli on the top. On the 2 5th, we 
changed our Courfe, being forewarn'd 
by our Guide, who was a Tmgocfe, that 
three or four thoufind Mongd Tartars 
laid in Ambufh for us, expjcling our 
coming at a certain place. This 
obliged the Ambaflador to chuls an- 
other Road more to the right. On the 
27th, we came to the River Ladtwa, 
where we halted for fbme time. On the 
z A of May, we pifs'd over the River 
KjiUr, and we had not travell'd very 
far, before on the third of May, we 
^ vjre overtaken by a Fire : For the Mo%~ 
gtd Tartars, finding they had mi^s'd their 
Aim, had out of Revenge, let fire to th$ 
long and dry Grafs, which was remain- 
ing after the Winter Seafbn,in the Defirt, 
which being augmented by the violent 
Winds that blew towards us , furprifed 
us fb on a fudden, that we had not time 
enough left us, to five our Tents. If this 

Fire 
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Fire had furpri&d us as we were upon our 
march, fcarce any body would have ef- 
caped the Flames that furrounded us on 
all fides. Eut now we had the good for- 
tune to iavc our Cattle, and the damage 
received by the Fire was inconfiderab!e on 
our »Ve, what, was endamaged in our 
Cannes, bcinjj all repar'd in one 
day. The worlt was, that hting depri- 
ved of Forage, feme of cur Cattle died 
daily for want of it, and vtei-U'-felv:;:' bc- 
gen to be much ftrughtned f<-r P:ovifions. 
For wl.ic ■ r.a&n the Ambaff! dor dil- 
patcheJ t-ree Cofdckt to ti*e l¥/iytv;deo£ 
Nartziftskoy , to loiicite prompt Succors 
of Cattle and Provifions. And wherever 
we could light of any Horfes or Camels, 
we bought them up at a dear rate; the 
firft at 40 and 50, the laft at 70 or So 
Rubih a piece. 

The Sthof May, we cams to the Ri- 
ver Margenn^ where meeting with good 
Forage, we ftaid two days to refrefh our 
Cattle. And as we were travelling, we 
loft one of our Ruffian Servants, who 
having loft his Horfe, was loft himftlf in 
looking after it. Outhe 12th, we pafs'd 
the River Gm» with car loaden Came's 
and Horfes ; and finding the Trees here< 
abouts full of green Leaves and a plea- 

laut 
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fant Country, we ftaid here two days- 
On the J 5th of May* we met the Con- 
voy, which by order of the Governour of 
N&rtz,inskoy> was fent us from Argann, 
They came to us in very good time ; tor if 
they had ftaid two days longer, our Cattle 
muft all have perifli'd, and we been dro- 
ven to the neceflicy of feeding on Horfe- 
Flefh ; for moft of our Servants had loft 
their Horfes before, and were fain to 
march on Foot through the Defart. On 
the «th of May, notwitbftanding there 
was a deep Snow fain the night before, 
we Ferry a over the River of Argunn^ 
a long days Journey from the City of the 
fame name, where we ftaid till the 25th 
and provided our (elves with all Necef- 
farks, enough toferveus till we came to 
Ntrtzmskoy. Moft of our Attendance 
began to be very fickly hereabouts, by 
reafon, that having not been ufed to any 
Bread before thefe fix Months, they eat of 
it wirh too much greedinefs. At fbme 
di-hnce from Argunn, the AmbafiVor, 
with fbme of his German and Ruffian At- 
tendance left the Caravav, making the 
beft of their way towards N&rtzwskoy. 
On the ift of Jane , we came to a (mail 
River, which being by the late Rains 
rendred impaflable by Horfes, we were 

feign 
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feign to ftrip, and fo to fwim over our 
ielvcs and our Horfts. On the fecond, 
we arrivd fafely at Nartzamkoy, as did 
cur Cauvm en the 9th following. The 
1 jth of jfwet three Tmgoefes brought 
the Ruffian Servant, whom we had toft 
on the 8th of May in the Defart to Nart~ 
z,w$kcy. He had (warved about the De- 
fart for three days, having no other Food, 
but Herbs and Roots , and meeting at 
laft with thefe three T«#goefts, whom lie 
believed to have been Mongui Tartars, he 
put lumfelf in a pofture of defence, and 
would not have furrendred himfelf, if hi* 
Horfe had not been lb tir*d, as not to be 
able to ftir any longer. On the 3d of 
'July, we fet forward from 'Nartztntk^ 
after the Ambaffador had difpatch'd 
two Meffengers to Mofco, to notifie our 
life arrival, to Their Cz&rifh Maiefties j 
and on the fame day theChinefe Envoy, 
whom we mentioned before, return d 
from thence to Naun. This laft Winter, 
whilft we were at Pekwg, 350 Cofoeksof 
Nartzitishoy , and 500 Tungoefes » had 
made an Incurfion into the Territories of 
the Mongul Tartars , through the Defarts 
of Nartzinshoy, with fuch Succefs, that 
they had attackM and ruin'd their Habi- 
tations on two federal places, put all the 

old 
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old ones to the Sword, and carried off the 
young ones into Slavery. The i jth of 
Jufy> we came to Plotbm, the 1 5th to the 
Lake of Shock, the 19th to the Lake of 
Jerawena, near which are three Lakes 
more. On the 21th of jfWp, our two 
MeffengLrs, who had been cufpatch'J to 
Mcfcoy as we mention d before, returned 
to us in a pitiful Condition, they having 
been overtaken about 10 Miles fromZJ- 
itmko, by fome Mongtd Tartars, who 
had robba and ftript them, but hid not 
taken their Letters from them- On the 
22th, wc foarded the Kwtt fna, which 
falls into the River Vda: And mt'ics&h 
the River Kjirb&i which running with a 
very fwift current, dHembogucs like wife 
in the River Vda- On the 27th, in the 
Afternoon, we arrivd fafely at Vdhisko, 
where we fold our Camels and Horles at 
five Rubels a-piece ; whereas the Camels 
had coft us 35 and 40 Rubels, and the 
Horfe? 10 and 1 5 a-piece. On the 28th, 
we einbarqu'd our fUves on board two 
large Veffels ; and towards Evening went 
on fioar in a great Village, call'd Saimko- 
jam Lmsko, on the left-fide of the River 
Selfrsva. On the 29th in the Afternoon, 
we Ct Sail from thence, and on the 3 nil 
came to the entrance of the Lake of Bai- 

kaU, 
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keta, where we were fain to lay by for 
two hours, and afterwards row'djthree 
miles further, before we could makeufe 
of our Sails. Towards Evening the wind 
chopping about, we were droven back 
for leveral miles, and at laft met with a 
place fit for Anchorage. The Winds be- 
ing fomewhat laid, we early in the Morn- 
ing let Sail again, and happily made the 
River of J»gv*, and fo arriv'd on the firft 
of Jugujt, toward ,Noon at lrkutskoy. On 
the 5th, we again let Sail from hence x&> 
vtaxdsjtffektekqy. On the 11 th, we went 
on fhoar in a Town belonging to the 
Br&tsltoy, on the left-fide of the River of 
Angary into mdbich falls hereabouts an- 
other very krgff ! Rivter, We left that 
Place aj^in. the feme day in the After- 
noon, and had not faiTd above a Mile, 
when w£ Were forced- to 1 pais a very dan- 
gerous Catara& <orWatetf-fail) call'd 
Pogmdy. Not far from thence we pafs'd 
another, call'd Pyan^ much longer than the 
former ; and no fconer were the Veffels 
brought over this dangerous Place, but 
they were in danger of having been fwal- 
lowed up in a Whirl-pooL On the 12th 
of Auguft* we came to another Catarafc^ 
call'd Podtatd, where we were lain to un- 
load our Vefiels; the Paflage being very 
I freight 
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{freight and dangerous. On the itth, 
we pals'd another Cataract, not lb dan- 
gerous as the former, but which conti- 
nued for four or five miles.* On the 14th, 
we came to an Anchor near the Cataract, 
call'd SkAtnamko, till we could be provi- 
ded with expert Watermen, who being 
acquainted with the River, brought our 
Veffels fafely without being unloaden 
(the Water being very high ) over the 
Cataract, tho* it was near three Miles 
long. On the 16th, before Noon, we 
pafsd by the River tZfiaw, which falls on 
the right-hand into the River Tungmko, 
as the Angtr* does to the left* We pafs*d 
the fame day over another Cataract ; and 
on the 17th left the River Kjtm to the 
right of us. On the 19th, we pafs'd o- 
ver three feveral Cataracts, near the laft 
of which, we were met by a Meffenger, 
whole name being Andrekmbojfy had been 
difpatch'd by the Ambaflador from N*rt- 
ximkoy to Mttfco. On the 2 2d, we left 
the River KJmui to the right of us; and 
on the 25th in the Morning, pafi'd over 
another mott dangerous Cataract, and ar- 
rived fifely the lame Evening at Jenekis- 
koy* Wc continued our Journey from 
thence on the ift of Sepewhtr by Land 
toMtkofsfo, where wcarriv'd the 3d day, 

and 
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and on the 7 th, fet forward again to* 
wards Tobohko. On the iath, wedin'd 
in a Monaftery, but did not ftay longer 
than till night* On die 2 jd, early in die 
Morning, we came to Jaw K»tsfof, and 
on the 26th towards Evening, to the Ci- 
tyof N*rim t about a Mite diftance ftotn 
die River 0£y, where we embarqu'd, on 
the 28th, but came on Ihoar again in the 
Afternoon, by reafbn of a ftrong North- 
wind; which was quite contrary to us $ 
we were fain to lie here till the 3 oth. On 
the^d of Qtfober, the Wind veering about 
again to the North, we were obliged tQ 
come to another again tUl night j when 
we pafi'd by the JEUver Wacbt. The 4^ 
the Wind blew ftrong again from the 
North, fb that we were fain to lie ftill till 
the next Morning* On the 6th, we were 
ftopt again by the North-wind, betides 
which, ltfrdze very-hard that night. On. 
the 3th, we got on fhoar at Sttrgutt ; and! 
on the 9th the North-wind blew very 
ftrong againft us, with great Snows anp 
a hard Froft, lb that we were obliged, tp 
Hay on ihoar till the 11 th, when it began 
to thaw ; but die North-wind continued 
till the 13th, in the Morning* wben.wefet 
Sail again, and pals'd by two Villages; 
the 14th, in the Forenoon, we entred 
I a th$ 
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theRiver Jrtijb % and • on the 1 5th, eatly 
in the-Moming, zivw dfsfsly -at Santors* 

The Afflfeaflador being indifpofed ftaid 
tfhere till -the 14th of November when; 
being reftordttt'-his former Health, by the 
trie of ^ro$ber -Remedies, and the River 
ir$tjh fc&rigfquite frozen up-, in the mean 
while, we continued oar- Journey from 
Sdmars&ojatoiti&lGds- On the. 19th, we 
came to pemfamko } and .on the 20th to 
Te&okfa* JJetwixt Samltrakojam and To* 
hlsh.WQ paTsd by abundance of Huts 
belonging to theO/ZMii? moftof Wood, 
fcnd the Kpads were hereabouts very nar- 
row and not TW«n beaten. 1 On the i?th 
of *Devembir, we left Tdohko; and the 
s'o& in 'the Afternoon arrived fttHnwA 
$i:onvtfaenee we went joathe '21ft, and 
cameon'thera^d too-earlytinthe Morn- 
ing to the City of Jtywtshsw* where we 
ftaid only tilt the next day \ and on the 
b?th early inthe Morning, arrived in the 
City of WirgMurUi from whence we 
went further on in our Journey the 28th. 

In the Year 16 91* on New-ye#rs>d*y > 
we -came t& the City of Sotokomshy f 
where we ftaid till the next day j On 
the 5th we -reach*d Koigorod, which we 
left again the 6th; and on the 9th came 

to 
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to Jam-Vsga, fituate upon the River Si" 
fella. The 9th we din 'd at Jau T*yoldie y 
and the nth at JanrfyttsVftilfco. The 
12th we reach'd St. Soto Witzogd'a, where 
weftaidtbe next day till towards Even- 
ing. The 14th we came to the City of 
Vtweka, and left it again the 1 5th to- 
wards Evening. The 1 8th we din'd in 
the Gity of Totma, where we ftaid till 
the 19th towards night. The 21ft, early 
in the Morning wereach'd Schufca-jam^nd 
continued our Journey from thencethe 
next day. The 25th we came tolercfla, 
where we only ftaid till night. On tne27th 
to Pereja, from whence we let forward a* 
gain in ourjourney on the 29th,and on the 
3 1 ft of Jan. at night, arrived fafely in aVH- 
llage, c&U'dJ/c xefbe on theRiver Jatifefiot 
above five miles from the City of Mu/co. 

Here the Ambaflador received Orders to 
ftay till the next Morning, when Czar Pe- 
ter AUxi&vits came to this place to confer 
with him in private. After they had fpent 
fome hours together, the Czar took the 
Ambafiador along with him to Ifebmei- 
Iffff, and from thence to BrehUmko * and 
we arrived the fame day, being the ift of 
February, fafely in the City of Mufco, 
where we repos'd our £elves after our Jour- 
ney to QhiM) in which we had fpent j 
years, wanting 6 weeks* 
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Some Curious 

OBSERVATIONS 

Concerning the PRODUCTS 
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Ruffia, &c. 



CHAP. I. 

Of their Minerals. 

THey have three forts of Salts in 
Ruffi* 5 the firft is boil'd out of 
Springs, of which the beft is 
made at Permit in Siberia* The fecond 
is, their Stone-Salt, which is found in 
great quantity in the Province of Vjf* ; 
The third is brought to perfection by the 
heat of the Sun in the Salt-Pits, near.*** 
firnchm^ and in Siberia. There is alio 

great 
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great ftore of the beft Salt-petre to be 
found, as alfo good Brimftone, betwixt. 
Siberia and the River Wolg^ not far from 
the Kingdom of Csfaa: but the exporta- 
tion of it is prohibited. 

There are alfo forae Iron-Mines in Raf- 
fia, and near Obnitz^ on the confines of 
Sweden* 

Near Archangel there is SluieU Talcfc 
dug , which the Eitgltjb call Mufcovy 
Glafs* 

In the. the Province of Vfa t are found 
very 6neChryftals. 

On the ftonriers of Siberia near ihe 
River y*#fjf*Ji there is a Mine which pro- 
duces an Oar, relembling in colour and 
weight a golden Oar, but it is f 6- volatile 
as to Sie away in the Smoafc, as foon as .it 
istryed by the Fire. Perhaps this Oar is. 
much of the lame nature in companion to 
Gold, what a certain Oar in German/, 
call'd Bifmuth, is in refpec"t to Silver, it 
being oi the fame colour and weight, and 
is found in she Saxm Silver Mines. 

The Ruffitm are destitute of Silver 
Mines, but they often dig fome of the. 
Metal out of the old Graves. 

The Mammotovoy, which is dug out of 
the Earth in Sfkiria, is very well worth 
taking notice of. The common People in 
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Raffia relate furprifing things concerning 
its Origin. For they fay, they are the 
Bones of certain Animals, which exceed 
m bignefs any living Creature upon 
Earth ; They make ufe of It in Phyfick, 
as we do or the Unicorn. A friend of 
mine prefented me with a piece of it, 
which he laid was given him by a Mttf- 
ebvktf who had brought it himfelf cut 
of Siberia, which appears %o me to be no- 
thing eHe than a true Ivory. The more 
underftanding Sort believe them to be E- 
lephams Teeth , winch ever fince the 
time of the Deluge, have lain thus under 
ground. 

The AA&mwo'i'Kjyft or jjdxm's Earth, is 
dug out of the Earth Gear Auhwgtl 5 it 
is of a black Colour, very near as hard 
as a Stone, but its figure refembles the 
Branches of Trees ; from whence fome 
conjecture that it is a Wood petrefied. 
According to this Opinion , it muft be 
fuppofed that this Wood being perhaps 
laid at the bottom of fome River, whole 
Current has been choalc 'd up by the Sands, 
and covered thefe Woods, 
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CHAP- II. 

Of their Vegetables. 

*TpHE Ground in many Parts of Muf* 
•*• covj is more fertile than can well be 
imagined by Strangers. For it being full 
of Nitrous particles, thefe not only pro- 
mote the Production of all kinds of 
Fruits, but alio quicken their growth, 
and bring them foonerto perfection, than 
in fomeof the more Southern Countries J 
as it is befides (bme other Fruits, very 
obiervable in their Melons. They have a 
certain kind of Apples, call'd JVativa, 
which are not only of a fine tafte, but 
alio tranfparent like Glais. They have 
alio feveral forts of Berries, whicfrare 
not to be found in other places. The 
Bo$Anhi are of a black colour, but of the 
fame tafte as out Cherries, having alio a 
Stone m the middle. Their Pu/rattiizi 
they ufe to fupprels the Fumes after hard 
drinking. Befides which, they have thofe 
eaird , Br^femci Kluckva. and Gerfmiet ; 
the two laffof which are alfo found in 
Lipoma* 

But 
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Bit among atl their Vegetables, that 
Herb which they call, FOya Travic, de- 
ferves to be taken notice of, for it refifts 
Iron, and makes the Sythes if they touch 
it, fpring to ^pieces. I cannot queftion 
the truth of it, becaufe I have heard it 
confirm'd by very credible Perfons, who 
have feen. the efFecVof it in Siberia ; tho* o- 
ther wife lam not very apt to give credit 
to the^Relatiqns of the vulgar fort in 
Mufcovy, among which, that of the Ve< 

fetable Lamm is a geaeral received Fa- 
le, fuffidently contradicted by Experi- 
ence. 

There is a certain Root in Ruffi*, en- 
dow* d with an extraordinary Baliamick 
Quality, which alio grows in Siberia 
they call it Voltfebmy-Kprott, which fig- 
nines as much . as Wolfs-Zoot. They at- 
tribute to it a fpecifick Vertue of healing 
Wounds; But what they related of it, 
to wit, that it heals a Wound by only 
chewing of it, I will not affirm for truth. 
• Arbuftwe called the JJtracbm Melons; 
they are not of fo delicious a tafte as the 
others 5 they come nearer to a circular 
Figure, and their Seeds dont lie in the 
middle, but (haggling thro* the Fleih of 
the Melon. 

The 
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The Jfiraehatt Pepper is more /harp 
and biting than other Pepper, is enclofea 1 
in a red Husk, the Pepper it felf isyel* 
low, and not round butnattifh. 



CHAP. III. 
Of their froing Creatures. 

AMdng the Infc&s of Ruflia, tho(e 
call'd Torca«i are the mbft common, 
cliey moft infeft wooden Houfes, but are 
liot mifehievous. Among theFifli, the 
SrerUtft counted one of the 'moft delict 
ous id Rufjii, It has a long Head and 
Tail, both of them making up above one 
Half of its whole length, the reft of the 
Body being but very ihort. Its Skini^ 
moft like that of an Eel ■ thofe inclining 
ret a yellcwiih colour, are accounted the 
b<& 

The Fifh Stfa» is very like our 
Orps. Ssmisi a very broad Frfli, with a 
{harp Note. 

ftr/nffrf, or JFtjitcFiJb , is fometimes 
foiirid in the ^anuhy near C'omrrab; 
they call it Hattfam in Hungary, and is 
carried to Vienna where it is loos d upon 

as 
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as a great Dainty, its Flefli being very 
hafcious. Out of the Spawn of this Fifh 
the beft Caviare is made in Mufcov) ; 
tho* they alfo make it of the Spawn of 
the Sturgeons and Pikes. The Rivet Kjt- 
mxy which exonerates it felf into the Ri- 
ver Wotga, furnHhes the City of Mttfco 
with the beft Be tug** 

I don't remember that ever I met with 
any Birds in Mufcovy, but what are fuf- 
ficiently known among other Europem 
Nations; Among the four-IeggM Ani- 
mals, the Mufcovites efteem thole the 
moft, whofe Furs prote& them agaihft 
the Injuries of the cold Seafbn. 

They have four different kinds of Foxes, 
The firftare the ordinary fort *, the fccond 
are thofe who have two dark ftrokes croft 
their Backs ; and therefore are by the 
Germany called Crofi- foxes. The third 
are the white Foxes, whole Skins are the 
cheapeft of all $ And fourthly, the black 
onesj whofe Skins are fold at a very dear 
rate, fbmetimes, as I have been told, at 
80 Rabels or Ducats a* piece. 

The Rofomacht, fo called by realbn of 
'is greedinefs, affords the moft durable 
Furs. 

But 
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But the chief fTanity of the Mufcovites f 
con^fts in their Sables. There isfucha 
prodigious difference betwixt thete Furs, 
that a pair of them are Ibid from three##- 
bdito a.hundred Rubeis- The black ones 
are , the mofl: precious ; but the white 
ones are very rare. 

In the great Plains betwixt Mitfcwy 
and. the Crim TdrUry, there are abun- 
dance of wild Oxen, and wild Goats; 
the firft they call Zubri, the laft Z«- 
jaku 

Vichocolis , a kind of Water-Rats , 
whofe Skins are of a delicious Scent. 
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CHAP, IV, 

Of the Watties of Ruflia, 

THE M»fcovifes are generally of a 
very ftrong Conftitution, both very 
tall and bulky. They are alfo very fruit- 
ful, which makes the Country very po- 
pulous, as may be judged by the vaft 
Armies which the Mttfcovites bring into 
the Field in time of War. I have it 
from veiy credible Perfons, and fuch as 
had confideBable Commands in the pre- 
fent Czar's Army, that a few years ago 
the Army which was raifed againffc the 
TPrecopM Tartars , confifted of above 
500000 Men. Above one half of the year 
being taken up with their Fafts, when 
the common People feed upon nothing 
eHe but Cabbage and Cucumbers, and 
thefe raw, only pickFd* This is an evident 
fign of their natural vigour, tho' it muft 
alio be allow'd, that they promote 
the digeftion by the Brandy and Leeks, 
which they ufc in great quantity , and 
queftionlels, correct the vilcous Humours 
K arifing 
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arifing in the Stomach by luch indjaefti- 
ble NouriOuuents. They know of no 
Epidemical Diftcmpers in Ruffta, unlels 
you would give the Scurvy, ( the general 
Flague of all the Northern Countries) 
that Name. The Ruffian* call it 
Tfinga. 

Among the reft we ought not to paTs 
by in filence here their ftrange manner of 
Travelling betwixt Siberia and China. 
For they make ufe of Sleds with Sailsj 
which carry them over the Snow when 
the Wind proves favourable ; But if 
it proves contrary, they have Dogs rea- 
dy at hand, who fopply thedefeQ: of the 
Sails, which are laid by at that timeJ have 
heard it affirm'd for truth, that twelve of 
thefe Dogs*will draw as much as' a good 
Horfe. 

The Commodities exported from Ruf- 
_/ware': Rhubarb, but much inferior in 
goodnels to that which is brought from 
China and' Turkey. Ambergreefe, Honey, 
Wax, Tar , Courfe Linen , Caviare 
Ruffia Leather and Hemp. The City of 
*fenp is famous for the dreffing of Rvffijt 
Leather, which as well as the Caviare* is 
for the moft pare tranfported into ltdj, 
The Effglijh and T)utch continue abun- 
dance of Rvjfia H,emp, out of which 

thev 
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they make their Cables for their Ships,; 
Sometimes the Z?»#& are alio permitted 
to export fbme Corn, of which, they 
make great profit. The Cities of Arch- 
angel and Narva, are the two chiefeft 
PJaceaof Commerce betwixt the Ruffians, 
Englifb and *Dutcb* The firft is-moft fre-. 
quented by the Dutch, thelaft by the 
Englifb. The Armenian Merchants have 
a free Trade at Narva, for the conveni- 
cy of transporting fuch Commodities as 
they buy in Holland, hy the way of Nor* 
va, into Mufiovy, and from thertce by 
the River Wolga and the CafpanSea, in- 
to Perjia- , But no body is permitted to 
return into Perfid by way of Mttfcovy, 
unlefe he be copse the feme way before ; 
it being otherwife much eafier to return 
that way \ato Perjia, than to come from 
thence, as being againft the current of 
tfaJKiyGtWolga* . , . 

Formerly , the Banians ( who are Iir 
dian Merchants ) tiled to traffick in tho 
Capital City of Mufco; But of late 
they are forbidden, to come any further 
than Archangely where they drive a very 
confiderable Trade. 
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There is alfo at prefent a conflant 
Trade betwixt Mufeovy and China \ from 
whence the Mufcovites bring Silks, Thee* 
and among other things a certain mix- 
ture, almoft like Chalk, but of a yellowifh 
colour, of an Aromatick Scent, which 
is look'd upon as a Sovereign Remedy 
againft many Diftempers. The Bucbart- 
zi, who , if I railhke not , are Maho- 
metans, inhibiting near Samarkand, come 
frequently to Tobolsko, the Capital City 
of Siberia) with all forts of Indian Com- 
mxlities, for wbicfi Reafon peraaps it 
is, that, as I have been informed, the 
Arabi An Tongue is taught in fbme places 
ct Siberia. 

The Catmuck Tartars bring every 
year after Harveft-time, a great many 
thoufands of Horfes to Sale to the City 
of Mufco. 

They Trade alfo in Slaves, andfome- 
times -fell their own Children to the 
Rpjjiam. I met once a young Boy of 
that Country who underftood the Ruf- 
fian Tongue, whom out of Curiouty I 
asl.ed feveral Qusitions, and among the 
reft, how they called God in his Native 
Tongue ; he anfwered, Bogunafnietj We 
have no God. But it is neverthelefs cer- 
tain, 
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tab, that they have a certain Religion, 
fuch a one as it is ; their High Frkft 
being called Kjttaftt, who as well as the 
Kptafta of the Mongul Tart*rs y is fab- 
ordinate to the IDaUc-Lama, who being 
the Pagan Pope in thole Parts, keeps his 
Refidence at a place called Bawtola, not 
far from the Confines of China, 

I have been credibly informed, that 
the Chinefc Lamas or Priefts, do alfo 
acknowledge this T>aUc-Lama for their 
Head. They are perfwaded that, this 
^DaiaC'Lama is immortal, which Opinion 
they maintain among the common Peo- 
ple without much difficulty ; forafmuch 
as he fcarce ever appears, but to his 
Priefts, who are all Partners in the 
Fraud. 

I heard once a certain Mufeomm 
Lord, who had been lent as Ambaflador 
from Mttfco to Cbina^ fay, that it was 
offered him as a particular Favour, to 
appear before the *t)alac-Lama % provided 
he would proftrate himfelf before himj 
but, that he gave them many thanks for 
the Honour they intended to do him> 
without accepting their Offer. 
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I conclude with this hearty wiflb, that 
the door of Mercy may be opened to 
thefe blind Wretches, that they may be 
brought out of darkneft to partake of 
the light of the true Religioh. 
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